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I.  BACKGROUND

1. The Secretariat has received some inquiries from the users of the HS Commodity
Data Base (HSCDB) indicating certain classifications which have to be reviewed.

2. Furthermore, while examining the classification of hormones on the basis of the
2002 version of the HS, the Secretariat has also identified a number of classifications in the
HSCDB that should be reviewed.

3. Since the Secretariat is now in the process of preparing the 2002 version of the
HSCDB, it would be useful if the Scientific Sub-Committee could review any classification
errors in the present version of the HSCDB in order to make necessary amendments for the
2002 version.

II.  SECRETARIAT COMMENTS

Fonofos

4. In November 1999, the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) inquired about the classification of Fonofos.  It was pointed out that according to the
HSCDB, Fonofos (ISO) is classified in subheading 2931.00, whereas according to the
Explanatory Note to heading 29.31, Fonofos (ISO) is excluded from that heading and is
classified in heading 29.30.

5. In view of the above-mentioned exclusion in the Explanatory Note to heading 29.31,
the Secretariat feels that HSCDB should be corrected to reflect the classification of Fonofos
in subheading 2930.90.  Technical information on Fonofos, taken from the Merck Index, is
set out in Annex I to this document.
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2.

Neodecanoic Acid

6. During the Regional Seminar in Shanghai (June 1999), the participant from
Indonesia questioned the classification of Neodecanoic Acid in subheading 2916.19, as
reflected in the HSCDB.

7. According to Ullmann’s Encyclopedia of Industrial Chemistry (Volume A5),
Neodecanoic Acid is a trade name of Exxon, which refers to an octanoic, nonanoic and
decanoic acid mixture with isomers.  Hawley’s Condensed Chemical Dictionary indicates
Neodecanoic Acid as C9H19COOH with CAS: 26896-20-8.  According to the Kirk-Othmer
Encyclopedia of Chemical Technology (Vol.5), the C10 trialkylacetic acids, referred to as
Neodecanoic Acid (CAS : 26896-20-8) or as Versatic 10 (CAS : 52627-73-3) are typically
mixtures of isomers and hence structures are not given.

8. Based on this information it is not clear to the Secretariat whether Neodecanoic Acid
could be considered to be a separate chemically defined compound of Chapter 29 and hence
the Secretariat would consider headings 29.15 and 38.24 as potential headings.  However, it
appears that Neodecanoic Acid should fall within saturated acyclic monocarboxylic acid(s)
and therefore it is the view of the Secretariat that it could not be classified in heading 29.16,
as reflected in the HSCDB.

Ciprofloxacin and Enrofloxacin

9. In September 2000, the Secretariat received an inquiry from a private party
indicating that the above mentioned two chemicals are similar in chemical structure and
usage but have been classified in the HSCDB in two different headings.  According to the
HSCDB, Ciprofloxacin is classified in subheading 2933.59 and Enrofloxacin is classified in
subheading 2941.90.

10. Ciprofloxacin and Enrofloxacin are two INNs corresponding to INN Lists 50 and 56,
respectively.  Details concerning these two substances, taken from the Merck Index, are set
out in Annex I to this document.  Both these substances contain a quinoline ring-system and
a piperazine ring in their structures.

11. Based on the use of common stems in the selection of INNs for pharmaceuticals,
the stem “-oxacin-“ is used for antibacterials, naridixic acid derivatives.  The Sub-Committee,
in the past, has examined similar INN products, namely Cadrofloxacin (INN List 81) and
Fandofloxacin (INN List 78) and has classified both these substances in subheading
2933.59.

12. The Secretariat is therefore of the view that both Ciprofloxacin and Enrofloxacin
should be classified in subheading 2933.59.
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3.

Hormones

13. While examining the classification of hormones based on the 2002 version of the
HS, the Secretariat identified a number of classification questions which are listed in Annex II
to this document along with the Secretariat's classification proposals.  In respect of certain
products, the Secretariat has proposed more than one classification (placed in square
brackets) in the absence of sufficient information.

14. The technical information on the above-mentioned products, taken from the Merck
Index, is set out in the Annex I to this document.  The Sub-Committee is invited to examine
the classification of these products.

15. The Secretariat feels that there could be number of similar classification questions
that the administrations have come across in respect of the HSCDB and therefore that it
would be appropriate to gather such information in order to make necessary corrections to
the 2002 version of the HSCDB.  The Sub-Committee may therefore look into this aspect as
well, particularly in the area of chemicals, and give its views.

III.  CONCLUSION

16. Taking into account the Secretariat’s comments, the Sub-Committee is invited to :

(i) examine the classification of the above-mentioned products; and

(ii) give its views on how to proceed in correcting any other classification errors in the
HSCDB, particularly in the area of chemicals.

*     *     *
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II.

Hormone Classification
as appeared in
the HSCDB

Proposed
classification
(1996 version)

Proposed
classification
(2002 version)

Remarks

Normethandrone 2937.92 2937.99 2937.29 Indicated as an
androgen.  See
Annex 1.

Prasterone 2937.99 [2937.92]
[2937.99]

[2937.23]
[2937.29]

May have
estrogen- or
androgen-like
effect depending
on the hormonal
milieu.

Liothyronine 2937.99 2937.99 [2937.40]
[2937.90]

An amino acid.
The subheading
text of 2002
version refers to
amino-acid
derivatives.

Liothyronine
sodium

2937.99 2937.99 [2937.40]
[2937.90]

A salt of an amino
acid. Subheading
text of 2002
version refers to
amino-acid
derivatives.

Cypreterone 2937.99 [2937.92]
[2937.99]

[2937.23]
[2937.29]

The acetate is
both an anti-
androgen and a
progestogen.

Tibolone 2937.99 [2937.92]
[2937.99]
[2914.40]

[2937.23]
[2937.29]
[2914.40]

Synthetic steroid
with weak
estrogenic,
androgenic and
progestogenic
activity.

Dromostanolone 2937.99 [2937.92]
[2937.99]
[2914.40]

[2937.23]
[2937.29]
[2914.40]

Synthetic estrogen
antagonist.

Thymopoietin
pentapeptide
(Thymopentin)

2937.99 [2937.99]
[2924.10]

2937.19 Thymic hormone
analogue.

Thymostimuline
(INN)

2937.99 [2937.99]
[3504.00]

[2937.19]
[3504.00]

Indicated as an
Immunomodulator
and as a mixture
of bovine thymic
peptides.
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