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Fine of up to $250,000
Prison term of up to 5 years Both fine and prison term
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By initiating a registration on-line through the Agency’s web 
site at http://www.sss.gov
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By completing a registration reminder postcard which he may
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At a High School participating in Selective Service’s Registrar
Program

At any U.S. Embassy or consular office

By agreeing to be registered when completing a Federal
student financial aid application or when  applying for entry
into a Federal job training program

By completing the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
“Application to Adjust Permanent Status”, Form I-485 or the
State Department Visa Application Form OF230
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Selective Training and Service Act of
1940  - first peacetime draft

About 10 million men drafted and
served

Act expired in 1947, but was reinstated
in 1948 due to military manpower
shortages
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Civil War: $$ would keep you exempt
from serving in the North

Occupations such as pharmacists,
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World War II - guidelines for draft  interpreted in different ways

Unequal treatment of registrants in various parts of the country
resulted
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The Fair System:  History - Vietnam War Issues

College students deferred

Political influence resulted in 
preferential treatment

Minorities and poor drafted 
disproportionately
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Restructuring of some categories of  deferments, particular 
student deferments resulting in fewer reasons for excusing
a man from service and shorter deferment periods

A lottery based on birth dates began in 1969

Changes in the first age group: Men reaching age 20 first, 
then 21,22, 23, 24, 25, 19, and lastly 18
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Local Boards
Made up of U.S. Citizens at least 18 years of age, who are not
members of the military

Purpose: Decide claims for certain classifications that would 
exempt or defer a young man from service

Examples include: conscientious objection
ministerial student
minister of religion
hardship

Members are trained initially in a one-day conference and 
attend yearly training sessions to maintain their skills
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non-combat duty or
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minister, or rabbi

Allowed to stay in school if making
satisfactory progress
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