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Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge
Burd Checkluist

Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge was established
in1935 as a refuge and breeding ground for migratory
birds and other wildlife. The refuge comprises 7,350 acres
along the eastern edge of the Missouri River floodplain
and is located in northwest Missouri, 30 miles northwest of
St. Joseph, and 100 miles north of Kansas City, Missouri.

Legend

Refuge personnel and visiting ornithologists have
contributed to this list which contains 277 species that
have been recorded on the refuge. Another 33 species,
listed under “Accidental” birds, have been reported, but
are not normally expected to be present.

Season, abundance, and nesting status for each bird
species are coded as follows:

S ... SPring.....ccceceeevrueveneee March — May

e SUMMET....veueveeenennenen June — July
F..Fall..coooiniriannnne. August — November

W.. Winter ........cccceeeveneee. December — February

a......abundant — common species that is very numerous
C......common — certain to be seen in suitable habitat
U.....uncommon — present, but not certain to be seen
0......0ccasional — seen only a few times during a season
I ....rare — seen only at intervals of 2 — 5 years

(E).. Endangered

* .....indicates birds which nest locally

Squaw Creekk NWR was officially named one of America’s
Top 500 Globally Important Bird Areas by the American
Bird Conservancy in July 2001.

Note: During August shorebirds and warblers and other
passerines are well into migration. The Audubon Society
of Missouri also uses June & July = summer and August
— November = fall for its seasonal surveys.

Common Name
Ducks, Geese and Swans

__ Greater White-fronted Goose.....................

__ Snow GOOSE ....cceeveeeerennene
__ Ross’s Goose....ceveeeevennee
__Canada Goose*................
__Trumpeter Swan.............
__Tundra Swan....................
— Wood Duck*..........ccccoeuee
_ Gadwall ......coveeerereeerennene
__ American Wigeon............
__ American Black Duck....
_ Mallard™*........ccooevvevenennne
__ Blue-winged Teal*..........
__ Cinnamon Teal................
__Northern Shoveler .........
__ Northern Pintail*...........
__ Green-winged Teal .........
__ Canvasback .......ccceeeerennne
__Redhead...........cceuu......
_ Ring-necked Duck..........
— Greater SCAUP ....cceveeererererererereerererereneenens
_ Lesser Scaup........cocceeeuene
__ White-winged Scoter........ccccevvverrevvererrevenenns
__Bufflehead.............c.c........
__ Common Goldeneye........
__Hooded Merganser*......
__ Common Merganser......

__Red-breasted Merganser...........c.ccceeeeeencee

__ Ruddy Duck*..................

Turkeys

_ Wild Turkey*........c........

Pheasants

__Ring-necked Pheasant*.

Quail

__ Northern Bobwhite*......

Loons

__ Common Loon................

Grebes

__Pied-billed Grebe* .........
__Horned Grebe.................
__Eared Grebe...................
__ Western Grebe................

Pelicans
__ American White Pelican
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Common Name S s FW Common Name S s F

Cormorants Plovers
__Double-crested Cormorant........................ c r c r __Black-bellied Plover .........cocoeevevevereeneencnes u u
__American Golden-Plover ..........cccccccueuneee. u 0
Herons, Egrets and Bitterns —_ SNoWY PlOver.......cccoeeveveninennnienieeeeenenes r
__ American Bittern® ........cccccoevnnneeeennes 0O u u __Semipalmated Plover.........cccccoceeueueenencnce. c o0 c
_ Least Bittern™ .....ooceeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenen. u ¢ o __ Piping Plover (Great Plains) (E) ............... r B r
__ Great Blue Heron........cccoeveeveevcnecncneenencne. c ¢ ¢ o _ KilldEer™ ...t c ¢ c o
__Great Egret... e u u u
— SNowy Egret .o u r u Avocets & Stilts
__Little Blue Heron........cccoceceeveecceveeneneenenene o u o __Black-necked Stilt ......ccocevererevereneiererrenennn r r
__Cattle EGret ..o u u u —_ American Avocet.........cocoeveeerereeieirierenencenenes u o0 u
__ Green Heron .......cccoeeeeveeeeceneeenenieeneneeenenns u ¢ o
__Black-crowned Night-Heron* ................... o u o Sandpipers
__Yellow-crowned Night-Heron.................... 0 0 O __Greater Yellowlegs......ccoceevverenueerenneennenns c u c
__Lesser Yellowlegs ......cccocoveveeeereeveereruenennnns a ¢ a
Ibises __Solitary Sandpiper........c.coceeeeeevevererereneenenes u u u
_ White-faced IDiS ...coceevereerereneeeneenenieenne o r o —  WIILE e o r o
__Spotted Sandpiper®..........cccoeverreverereenenn c el c
Vultures __ Upland Sandpiper........ccceceeeeveeeeereeceerenennens 0 0 o
__Turkey Vulture........cccoceeveveevenenerieneneeennenn u ¢ u — Whimbrel ......ccceveueeeieeieieeeeeeeee e r
__ Long-billed Curlew.........ccccceeereererererrerennnn r r
Hawks & Eagles __ Hudsonian Godwit .......ccccceeeeveerereevererueenene u r u
 OSPIEY.ecueeeeeeieenreierereieneeeeeneseseeaesesenenenenenes 0 0 _ Marbled GOAWIt ......c.cccoeeereeerueereeeniereenencnnes 0 0 o
__Bald Eagle® (E)..cccccocevenereeeeereeeeeenee c . u c¢c e __ Ruddy Turnstone.........ccoceeeveeeereerenrenenene r B r
__Northern Harrier®.......ccccoeevennencneenne u o0 u u — Red KNot....ooceoeeeiieeeececceceeeennn r r
__ Sharp-shinned Hawk .........cccceeveveeeeuenenee. u r u u _ Sanderling .......ccceeeeveeveereeceereeeeeeeee e 0 0 o
__Cooper’s HAWK .....cceeeeeereeereeeereerenieenenns 0 0 0 o0 __Semipalmated Sandpiper .........ccceeeeveuenenee c el c
__ Northern Goshawk.......cococeueveveveerereriecrennnns r __ Western Sandpiper........coceeeeeeveveverereneenenes 0o o0 T
__Red-shouldered Hawk.......c.ccceceurveueueuennces r I r IS __ Least Sandpiper........c.coceeeeeeeereeueeerereenecncnes c el c
__Broad-winged HawK......c.cccoceeveriencnennenene o r r _ White-rumped Sandpiper.........cccccceeeuerenene. c u c
__ Swainson’s HawK........cceceveveeveeceereeceerenennne. 0 0 __Baird’s Sandpiper.......ccccoeeeeeveveeeereeceerenennn c u o
__Red-tailed Hawk™ .......cccooveeieevinreeeeranenene c . c c ¢ __ Pectoral Sandpiper ........cccceeeeveeeeueereerenennnns c u c
__ Rough-legged HawkK ........ccccoeveueeierereceernnennne 0o o — DUNN e u r u
__Golden Eagle......cccccooevennnnnneieecrieeninanne r r __ Stilt Sandpiper .......coccevevereeereeereererereenenenenes u u o
__Buff-breasted Sandpiper .......c..ccccoeeueucncees r r r
Falcons L RUS e r r
__ American Kestrel .......ccococeveveevennencnnencne u ¢ ¢ u __Short-billed Dowitcher..........ccocoereeerenence. u u o
— METrnN et r 0 0 __ Long-billed Dowitcher.........ccccceueeverenenee. c o0 ¢
__Peregrine Falcon (E).....ccccceeevenreeveneenenee. 0 o r — WIISON’S SNIPE ..oveeeererenerereeerereeeieeeeaeseneens u r u r
__Prairie Faleon ......ccoveveeieveninccniieieieene r r _ American WoodcocK ........ccceeveerenreenerrenenene 0 0 o
__ Wilson’s Phalarope .......coceceeeeeeeeeveecnccnnes u o o
Rails & Coots __Red-necked Phalarope..........ccccceererenennnee. 0 0 o
— Yellow Rail....ccooeueeniniinieiceccnieecneeenne r r
__King Rail ...coovevevevereeeeeeeeceeeeeeeve e 0 0 o Gulls & Terns
__Virginia Rail......ccccceeeveeieeeneeeceeeeeenene u o u _ Franklin’s Gull......ccccoceveeveevinreenineeerieennnns 0 0 o T
S0 ettt tene ettt se s nenen c o0 c __Bonaparte’s Gull.......c.cccoeveeveneneeeenencnes o r o r
_ Common Moorhen*.........cccoevereeeeenncs 0 u __ Ring-billed Gull.......cccceveeerieninnrierecnccnnes u o0 u r
__American Coot™.........cceeevenrereneenereeenenns a ¢ a r __ Herring Gull........ccooeeveineeeceeeeeieenene o r o r
__ Caspian Tern ........ccceeeveeereereresrereseseereerenns o r o
Cranes _ Common TerN.....ceceeerererrerrrereenenerenesessnsesans 0 u
__Sandhill Crane........ccccceeveeveeeeereereereereenenns u u u r — Forster’s Tern .......ccccevevevereneeeneeeeueneenenenenes u o u
__ Least Tern (Interior) (E)....cccceeeveereennnee. r (Gl r
— Black Tern ....cccoceeceeeeeneneenenieeeneeenesneenenns c 0 u



Common Name S s FW Common Name S s F

Pigeons & Doves __ Western Kingbird........c.ccoevevereuerererererenennne. o r o
__ Rock Pigeon™........ccoeveeeeeveneeneeieeceeieenenns 0 0 0 0 __ Eastern Kingbird™®.........ccccceevevineevenrenennne c el c
_ Mourning Dove™.........ccccevennrrineeenereenenes c ¢ c o
Shrikes
Cuckoos __Loggerhead Shrike.........ccccoeruerueeuecncncnes u u u u
__Black-billed Cuckoo® ........ccecevevereeererurnenene 0 0 o __ Northern ShriKe.....c.occoeeevinirennirerinieeens r
_ Yellow-billed Cuckoo™........c.coevrrrverererenenenes c c u
Vireos
Barn Owls __ White-eyed VIreo.........cocoeeveeereeerverenenenenenes 0 0 T
—_Barn OWl* ... r I r I __Bell's VIreo™ ...cooueeeeeeeeeeieeeriee e c ¢ u
__Yellow-throated Vireo™.........cccceeveveruenenene u u u
Owls __Blue-headed Vireo........cccocovueeveererereneeenenes 0 0
__ Eastern Screech-Owl™..........cccoeveevenenenee. c ¢ c¢c ¢ __ Warbling Vireo™........ccccceceeuevererervenvereeennenns c ¢ u
__Great Horned OwWl™........ccoceeveeieveecennenenene c . c c ¢ __ Philadelphia Vireo.......c.ccceceeeeeeereecereenennne 0 0
__Barred OWl™........ccoeeeeveieinnineeeeeeenenes c ¢ c ¢ __ Red-eyed Vireo™.........ccccoerverrrereeeenenes c ¢ u
__ Long-eared OWl......c.cccccceveeeneenernereneneenenes r r r
__Short-eared OWl ......ccccoveeveeereeeeeererereeeenenes o r o u Crows & jays
__ Northern Saw-whet Owl .........cccoeevveneneen. r __Blue Jay™ ... c ¢ ¢ ¢
__ American Crow™........ccceevevereererrerereeeeenes c ¢ ¢ ¢
Nightjars
_ Common Nighthawk........cccoceverreeecncncs o u o Larks
__ Chuck-will's-Widow™ ........ccceveererrerererueenenns 0 0 __ Horned Lark™.......ccoooeveevenriineecreenne u u u e
— Whip-poor-will™......c.cccceoevennnnneeeenenenes u u u
Swallows
Swifts __ Purple Martin® ........ccccoeeveeeveneeeeeenne c ¢ ¢
__ Chimney SWift* .......cccceeeveeeeeeeeceeeenens c a u __Tree SWallow™.......ccccceveeeeeveneeineeeereenenns c u c
__ Northern Rough-winged Swallow............. u u u
Hummingbirds __ Bank Swallow™.......ccccoceveeveneereneenenieenenns a ¢ a
_ Ruby-throated Hummingbird* ................. o u o __ CLff SWalloW c..ocoveveveneneeeiecnieenieieieeienenenenes c a a
__ Barn Swallow™......cccoeceveevenneneneenenieenenn c ¢ a
Kingfishers
__Belted Kingfisher ........cccccooeeeevieeeennennee. u u u r Chickadees & Titmice
__Black-capped Chickadee™ ..........cccceueueuenee. c ¢ c ¢
Woodpeckers __Tufted TitmMOUSE ...c.ceueueeeeererererireererenenenenes c NCH c WE
__Red-headed Woodpecker*............ccccceueee. u u u u
__Red-bellied Woodpecker* ........................ c . c c ¢ Nuthatches
__ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker...........cccceeveunee.. 0 0 u __Red-breasted Nuthatch..........cccccceuenne.e. r r o
__Downy Woodpecker* ..........cccoeeeeevereruerennne c . c c ¢ __ White-breasted Nuthatch* ........................ u u u u
__ Hairy Woodpecker™® .........cccoevereeueeenenes u u u u
_ Northern Flicker®........ccccevevnneeeeencncs c ¢ c u Creepers
__Pileated Woodpecker ........cccevueuruereuemcncnces r I r IS __ Brown Creeper........ccccveeeveeereeereererencncncnes u u u
Flycatchers Wrens
__Olive-sided Flycatcher..........ccccoeveueennneee. o r o __Carolina Wren™..........ccceceeeeeveereereereeneenns 0 0 0 0
__ Eastern Wood-Pewee*..........ccccoevereruerenee. c ¢ o __ Bewick’s Wren ....c.coeeceeeeveenieeeeeeeeieennns r r r
_ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher.........cccccceeuueee. r r __ House Wren™ ........ccooevevevvnnennneeeeenenes c ¢ u
__Acadian Flycatcher®........cccocoeevveecencne. u o u — Winter Wren .......coccoeeeeeneccneenenenenenenenenenes u u o
__Alder Flycatcher ........ccooeeevevecrnienrecnenenee. u u __Sedge Wren™.........ccceveeeveveneneenreneeeenenns c ¢ c
__ Willow Flycatcher .......ccccooeveveviveneneenenee. u u u _ Marsh Wren® ........cccocevevevevenenerieneneeennenns u u u
__Least Flycatcher ........ccccoeeeeveecieeeceenenenee u u
__Eastern Phoebe™........ccccoooveeeveneenenienennne u u u
__ Great Crested Flycatcher™........................ u u u



Common Name S s FW Common Name S s F W

Kinglets & Gnatcatchers __ Mourning Warbler...........cccceeveuerererereenennnes r r

__Golden-crowned Kinglet.........cccceereunnenee. u u u _ Common Yellowthroat™ ............ccccccevueunce. c el u

__ Ruby-crowned Kinglet..........cccceeueeneneee. ¢ clr __ Hooded Warbler .........ccccceeeeveenererereneneenenes r

__Blue-gray Gnateatcher®...........cccceeueueunee. u u o __ Wilson’s Warbler ..........cccceveeveeneereneeenenes u u
__Canada Warbler.........cccoceeveneerenreerereeenenns u u

Thrushes __Yellow-breasted Chat™..........ccccoeererurnenee. u u

__Eastern Bluebird™........cccccovevennevenunnenene. ¢c ¢ u r

VRO Y et r r Tanagers

__ Gray-cheeked Thrush........ccccceeeveveevenenee. u u __ Summer Tanager®..........cccceeveveereereererenenns o u r

__ Swainson’s Thrush......cccceceeeveveeeecennenenee. ¢ ¢ __Scarlet Tanager® .........cccceeeeeveverevererreenenns o o0 r

__ Hermit Thrush......ccccooceeeveneeveneeeceeenene u u r

_ Wo0od Thrush® ........cccoeveeereeereererererererereanenes ¢c e o Sparrows

__American Robin™ ........cccccceeveevieveerreveecreennnne c ¢ c o __Spotted TOWhEe .....c.cceveereereeerecrreneienenene r 0 0
__ FEastern Towhee*........cccceovvevevrvenereeennenn. c ¢ u r

Mockinghirds & Thrashers __ American Tree Sparrow ..........ccceceevereennes c c e

__ Gray Catbird™ .......ccccooeeeeveneeereeeeeeeenenes c ¢ o __ Chipping Sparrow™ .........ccceceveeeereeresreeens u u o

__ Northern Mockingbird*...........ccccceeurueneene. 0O 0 o r __Clay-colored Sparrow........c.ccceeeeeereeueenens 0 0

__ Brown Thrasher®.........ccoeeeveeeeceerenenene. ¢c ¢ u __Field Sparrow®.......ccccceeevenrereneeeneneeenenns u u u
__Vesper Sparrow™ ........ccceeeveerereeresreseeeenenns u o u r

Starlings __ Lark Sparrow™ ........ccceeveveeeeneereeneereennnns u u o

__ European Starling™.........cccccoeveeveeveevenenee. cle c | a __Savannah Sparrow ..........ceeeeeeeeverenereenenes c c T
__ Grasshopper Sparrow........c.ceceeeeverererenenenes 0O u o

Pipits __ Henslow’s Sparrow ........c.ccceeeeeeeeeeenerenenenes r A r

__ American Pipit......cccoevevrecenneienneneneenne 0 0 __Le Conte’s Sparrow .........ccceceeeeeeverememenenenes u u r
__ Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow ................. u 0

Waxwings _ FOX SParroW......cceeeeerereneninisiererereneneeenes u u o

__ Bohemian Waxwing...........ccceeeveeeerereeerenennns r — S0Ng SPArTOW™ ....eevereeerereeeiereeereeeeseeeens c ¢ ¢ u

__ Cedar Waxwing™.........cccceevereererereerereseenenenns u u u o __Lincoln’s Sparrow .......c.cceceeeeeeerereresueenenns u u r
— SWamp SPArrowW™ .......cccceveeereeereeurrerenerenenenes c ¢ u

Wood Warblers __ White-throated Sparrow-...........ccccceeueueneee. c c o

__ Golden-winged Warbler..........ccceceeverurunene. 0 0 __ Harris’s Sparrow.......ccceceeeeveeveceeceeeeseeeenenns u u u

__Tennessee Warbler..........cccoceeeveveeeveereereennnne c e __ White-crowned Sparrow ..........c.ccceeeeveueneee. u u o

__ Orange-crowned Warbler............cccccuee..... u u __Dark-eyed JUNCO ......cccceeevevereeererirrereneneenenes c c ¢

__ Nashville Warbler ........cccccoeeeevereeveneenenene. ¢ ¢ __ Lapland Longspur ........ccccceeeeeeveerereenenenes P 0o o

__ Northern Parula........ccccceeveeeeeveneeveneenenene. u o u

__Yellow Warbler®.........c.cccoeveeeeveereererseennnnns c ¢ u Grosheaks & Buntings

__ Chestnut-sided Warbler ..........ccccecevenueuenene. u u __Northern Cardinal®...........cccocevevrerereeencne c ¢ ¢ ¢

__ Magnolia Warbler.........ccccceveerevvrvenrereerennene. u u __Rose-breasted Grosbeak™............ccccoeuenee. u u o

__ Cape May Warbler ........cccccceeeveevereveeuenennne i __Blue Grosbeak™ .........cccovvevnnnneeeeenenes u u

__ Yellow-rumped Warbler..........cccceerveueneene. ¢ ¢ __Indigo Bunting™.........ccccceeveneeveneenenreenne c ¢ u

__Black-throated Green Warbler.................. u u __ Dickeissel™....iirieieeeieeeeeeeee e c ¢

__Blackburnian Warbler .........cccccceceevenuenenee. u u

__ Palm Warbler ........ccooeeeeeeceeeeerereeeenens 0 0 Blackbirds & Orioles

__Bay-breasted Warbler ............cccoceeveueuennene. r __ Bobolink™ ..o u r u

__Blackpoll Warbler.........ccccooeeveeveeverereruenenene u u __ Red-winged Blackbird*...........ccceceeuereuenees a a a a

__ Black-and-white Warbler .............cccceueuece. u u __ Eastern Meadowlark™ ...........ccccoceveververenene c u c o

__American Redstart™.........ccccoveveveeveneenenene. c u u _ Western Meadowlark.........ccccceeeeeereruenenene o u o o

__ Prothonotary Warbler® .........ccccoceceueueuenee. r N r _ Yellow-headed Blackbird*............ccccccuc.cc. c a c

—OVenbird™ ... u o u __ Rusty Blackbird........ccccooveerevenivrneneieennee. u u o

__ Northern Waterthrush........cccccoveeveeneneeee. u r __Brewer’s Blackbird.......cc.cccocevevennencnuenencne 0 o r

__ Louisiana Waterthrush.........cccccoeenneee. 0 0 o _ Common Grackle™.........ccccoveirrreeeeenenes a ¢ a ¢

__ Kentucky Warbler® .........ccccoveveeveeveneenenene. u u __ Great-tailed Grackle™® .........ccccoeeeevenuenenee. o r o r



__Brown-headed Cowbird*..........ccoevvvveerennene a

__ Orchard Oriole™ ........ccooeeeveeerverreneenreereennes ®
__Baltimore Oriole™ .........ccccoevevevveviieieeeeeneenns c

Finches

__Purple Finch.......coooevveninnineneinenieeenenn 0o 0
__House Finch ......cooovevevieecicicicieecceeeneenene 0O 0 0 O
__Red Crossbill........ccccoeveeieiireneeeerecrecaeeneens T
__ White-winged Crossbill ........cccccceeevereeerunnnene r
_ Common Redpoll .......ccccoeueueueeeeenceeeriennns r
_ Pine SiSKiN ...cooeieieeieiieieieieeereeeneesreeneenees 0 0 o0
__ American Goldfinch®........cccoevvvvvevvevvinnenene c BN c Bl
0ld World Sparows

__ House Sparrow™ ........cceceeveeverencrcnerennenenens a a a a

Accidentals

The following 33 species are considered accidentals; they
have been observed on Squaw Creek National Wildlife
Refuge only once or twice.

Tri-Colored Heron, White Ibis, Glossy Ibis, Greater
Flamingo, Barnacle Goose, Brant, Black-bellied
Whistling-Duck, Fulvous Whistling-Duck, Eurasian
Wigeon, Long-tailed Duck, Surf Scoter, Black Scoter,
Mississippi Kite, Gyrfalcon, Greater Prairie-Chicken,
Whooping Crane (E), Red Phalarope, Parasitic Jaeger,
Laughing Gull, Sabine’s Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake,
Common Ground-Dove, Snowy Owl, Black-backed
Woodpecker, Say’s Phoebe, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher,
Black-billed Magpie, Mountain Bluebird, Townsend’s
Solitaire, Lark Bunting, Snow Bunting, Bronzed Cowbird
and Evening Grosbeak.

Revised May 2004 by Tommie Rogers, Ed McCullough,
Dr. D.A. Easterla and Frank Durbian.

For additional information contact:
Refuge Manager

Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge
PO. Box 158, Mound City, MO 64470
Phone: 660-442-3187

Rising Mallard, Kenny Bahr






