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ol -- wenit heds ar
hones and povers our
vaides it is anrnoss
Sty Wit sallsirto
ar vaes ad co s
ar shores, it becaes a
bgpadden

0l spllsdag coests affect nany parts
o the enviromart, bah nonliving -
such as vater, ocean bottom ad
sgodineg adlivirg- like seahirds,
narine nanmal s, shel [fish, and pecp e

Mjor ol spills nest commanly invd ve
disdipedinlagqatitiesa s
such as crude petrd eum No. 1 and No.
2fud dls, ded dl, Brke Cdl,
kerosag, adje fud. Qlsaecom
pounds, conpl ex nixtures that vary
waddy in conposi ti on

Ol's can be described as bdag g to
ae d five goys:

I vayligt dals
(e fud, gesdirg);

Il ligt dls
(ded, M 2fd dl, ligt
crude, hone heating);

1[} ned umai | s
(nost cruke als);

IV  hewadls
(heawy crue dls, No. 6 fud
dl, Brke Q;

V. gopV
(very heawy dl s).
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Tre dffaat typss o dlsbdaein
dffeet vays dringasill, sothe
resposetoaspll varies, dgedng on
thetype o dl adqatity rd essed
Qhe imotat fadasinagill ae

veat her and season (fa
exap e brdmgaioy nesting o fish
spawni ng);
: tyoe o shardine (such as sad
beech ticH fla, roky share);
: exusure to vave ad ticd
ey,
tyoes, audace adsasitiv-
ityd livirg resarces

Mst al hes adasity less then vaer
adflcas. Threraud tedacy o dl
istogreedinathnlaye anthe
sufece d thevee asasheena film
Sch sheas ae edremy dfficdt to
recover addonat remainfar log
periods, hovever they do regresent a
cotinedthregt tofishadwidife
perticdarly nesting bircs. Under
tubdet codtias, dl isnrelikdy
todsprseinothe yper laygs o the
veter.

Ol dagesrgpdy areit issalled
intowaer. These changes are enhanced
by the pracesses d evgporati on,
dluionad e sification (wen veter
inorpraesinothedl, famma
stab e mixture). Sone changes hel p
dssptesilleddl, bt ahes can
nkeit linger inthevater, anthe
battom o onthe shore. Brgporati on
tends to renove the nore taoxi ¢ conpo-
rerts adredess thetaddty o salled
al. BEolsficaion anthe aher had
cansovdyariond salledal.

“Vet heri ng’ descri bes the physicdl,
chemicdl, ad idogcd changes thet

and Nt ure

heppen to cruce d | ad refi ned petro-
[ eumproducts once they begnto
ineract wththe vetery enviromert.

Utinatey, the nare taxic € enants o
dl padasgilledinthe maring
estuaring o freshvater enviromen
ae broken dom Exqposuretoair,
snigt, vae adtidd ation ad
certa n nicroscopl ¢ organi sns degy ades
ada dgprsssdl. Treraed dya
dati on and d spersi on depends on narny
fadaslikethetye d dl, vesher,
tenprawre adthe type o shardine
and battom

\ayligt dlsaehdiywdile

wni ch neans they evaporate qui ckly,
ustd |y conpl ety wthin one to two
s dtea aqill. Teedlsaedso
flanmabl e and contai n hi gh concentra
tions of sd ud e todc conpounds. \ery
ligt dlscanmx wthveter adkill
agaiclifetha livesinthe ype
layers. Ceanpis sl |y nat neces-
say, a peside vithgills d vary
ligt al.

Ligt dlsaenwradywddile bu
anleaearesided ptoaethrdd
the anaut spilled after afewdays.




These d | s cota n nadera e concertra
tions of sd ud e taxdc conpounds. Li ght
disleaeafilma layg mineticd
resorces wththe paetid o lag
termcontamnati on. G eanup can be
vay dfedivengillsd ligt dl.

Mdundls aelesswddile leainga
resde o aou tvothrds o the
anaut splled after 24 hors. These
dlsaeleslikdytomx vith veter,
adadl cotanationd inetidd aess
can be severe and long-term The
inpact of nedi umails on vaterfow
and fur-beari ng nanmal s can a so be
severe QGeanpis nost effective wth
spllsd nedumadl if coducted

Qucdy.

Haw dls have fa less evgooration o
diudionpaetid, adthey veaher
nare slody. These dls donat readly
mx wthvater. Sills o heawy dils can
case severe cotammation o interticd
aress and possi bl e | ong-termeort ann-
retion of sed nerts. Heawy als have
severe inpects on vaterfod and fur-
bearing nammal s. Soreline cleanup in
Fillsd thstyeisdffiadt adlag
termunder nast codtioms.

Gap Vals, nastly very heawy dl's,
cnflaa, drk a haginthevae.
These dl's can becone ol dragps ad
mx inthe veter, o accunl ae onthe
battom o nix wth sand and then sirnk
Msarde thesedlsaelesstadc then
ligter als, homever they pose sigifi-
cat prad ens to responders because
they ae edredy dfficdt totrack ar
pedd. Inaddtion patiadalyinthe
Northeast, they nay inpact nany
commercid |y inportant species like
flouder ad | dster.

Sill resposeteas o fedyd, stae

adlocd agadies, arganizaios ad

i ndustry reresataives have prepared
caotingecy das far al spll enargen
cdes. Theteans swngino action using
thedas wenaspll ooours.

The US AshadWdife Sxrviceis
pat o the spll respose team wth
respasibility for naneg ng ad pratect -
ingou living eviramat -- mgaay
birds, aedranaus fish (fishthet begn
thar livesinfreshvee adlivepat o
thar lives inthe ccean), cartannarire
namal s (sea dters, pda bears,

va rus, ad naretess), seatutles
(viren they are on shore), ad ather
regiles, adeagetic adterestrid
hehtas

The US Ashad Wdife Srvice
oxtines itsvark lag dte asall
evert, assessing the danage to hebitat
adwldife ad find g vays to

nni nhze the | ong-termeffects on new
ggeadias o living crestures.

For nore infornati on, cotact:
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