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EXPLANATION OF MATERIAL TRANSMITTED:

This Departmental Manual Release creates a new delegation, 207 DM 6, and a new policy
section, 521 DM 1-3, to delegate authorities and prescribe Departmental policy and procedures
for Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration (NRDAR) activities pursuant to the
Secretary’s responsibilities as trustee for natural resources under CERCLA, CWA, and OPA.

The new delegation of authority established in 207 DM 6 and the procedures in 521 DM 2.2J(4)
create a mechanism for designation of Authorized Officials (AOs) for specific NRDAR
activities. A separate designation memorandum will provide for re-designation of AO authority
for five specific NRDAR activities, four of which were previously delegated authority in DM
chapters. and one in a site specific Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) listed below:

- 242 DM 4 - Fox River and Green Bay

- 242 DM 5 - Upper Arkansas River/California Gulch

- 242 DM 6 - Grand Calumet River/Indiana Harbor Canal
- 242 DM 8 - Whitewood/Creek and Downstream Waters
- MOA of June 11, 1992, Bunker Hill Superfund Site

This delegation of authority (207 DM 6) supersedes any previous delegations of authority to
serve as AO for the conduct of natural resource damage assessment.
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