








BIOGRAPHY OF ELAINE KAPLAN
SPECIAL COUNSEL

On May 8, 1998, Elaine  Kaplan was sworn in to
serve a five-year term as Special Counsel of the U.S. Office
of Special Counsel (OSC).  Ms. Kaplan was nominated for
the position of Special Counsel by President Clinton in
November of 1997, and was unanimously confirmed by the
Senate in April of 1998.

Ms. Kaplan came to OSC with extensive
experience litigating employment-related issues before
federal courts and administrative tribunals.  Prior to her

appointment as Special Counsel, Ms. Kaplan served as Deputy General Counsel of the National
Treasury Employees Union (NTEU), where she represented the interests of 150,000 employees in the
areas of civil liberties, administrative law, racial and sexual discrimination, and labor law.  During her
thirteen years at NTEU, Ms. Kaplan briefed and argued dozens of cases at all levels of the federal
courts on behalf of the union and the federal employees it represents.  Many of the cases in which Ms.
Kaplan participated resulted in important precedent-setting decisions, including among others, National
Treasury Employees Union v. Von Raab, 489 U.S. 656 (1989) (the first Supreme Court decision
addressing Fourth Amendment implications of urinalysis drug-testing in the public workforce) and
National Treasury Employees Union v. United States, 115 S.Ct. 1003 (1995) (which struck down
on First Amendment grounds the statutory “honoraria ban” as applied to federal employees).

Ms. Kaplan began her legal career in 1979 at the U.S. Department of Labor, Office of the
Solicitor, where she worked as a staff attorney in the Division of Employee Benefits.  In 1982, Ms.
Kaplan was selected to serve on the staff of the newly created Division of Special Appellate and
Supreme Court Litigation, which was established to handle the Department’s most significant appellate
cases and all of its Supreme Court work.  She subsequently held the position of staff attorney at the
State and Local Legal Center, where she drafted amicus briefs on behalf of state and local governments
for submission to the United States Supreme Court. 

Ms. Kaplan, who is a native of Brooklyn, New York, received her undergraduate degree from
the State University of New York at Binghamton and her law degree from the Georgetown
University Law Center.
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