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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee:

It is an honor to be here today to talk about an oilseed that has the potential to
dramatically improve the rural economies of many Western states and help our country
achieve energy independence. That oilseed is camelina, and it can be used as a feedstock
to produce biodiesel, just like canola, sunflower seeds or soybeans.

My name is Gary Iverson and I am the Executive Director of the Great Northern
Growers Cooperative in Sunburst, Montana. Our cooperative is dedicated to working
with agricultural producers to market value-added agricultural commodities which are
adapted to Montana conditions and provide economic development to our state. My story
relates to Montana, but it could equally apply to Minnesota, Washington, Oregon,
Colorado, Utah, Nebraska, North Dakota or South Dakota, all of whom have growing
conditions well suited to cameilina.

Camelina, a member of the mustard family, is a summer annual oilseed crop. It is
also known as False Flax or Gold of Pleasure. The seed was widely grown in Eastern
Europe from ancient times until the1940's when it was replaced by canola.

Soybeans, sunflower, and canola are the main oilseed crops grown in temperate
climates in the United States and are the principal feedstocks currently used to produce
biodiesel. These oilseed crops are not suitable to marginal lands with low moisture, low
fertility, or higher Ph soils. For example, soybeans are ideally suited to the Corn Belt,
but are not well adapted to arid, northern and Rocky Mountain states..

In recent years, farmers have shown increased interest in growing sustainable
crops with reduced requirements for fertilizer, pesticides, and energy input that can be
used for both food and fuel production. Camelina is that crop. It requires minimal inputs
and is well suited to marginal soils, arid climates, and lower soil-fertility.

Camelina can be grown as a dry-land crop using minimal till. Camelina
production can be limited by high humidity — weather that is virtually unknown in
Montana —which causes downy mildew, the only significant disease of camelina. Grown
in areas with high moisture and high fertility soil, oilseeds like canola will out yield
camelina. However, under dry land conditions, camelina yields will be nearly double that
of canola.



Camelina is of particular interest to bio-fuel manufactures because of the low cost
of production. It may also be an effective biofuel for cold climates, as the cloud point of
camelina oil is 10 to 15 degrees lower than soybean or canola.

Camelina production is rapidly increasing in the northern Great Plains. Montana
is currently the largest producer of camelina in the world. Last year 10,000 acres were
grown in the state. This year, that number will expand to 50,000 acres. The number of
acres grown in Montana and other states will continue to grow rapidly as the demand for
biodiesel continues to increase.

There are two roadblocks to getting farmers to move acreage into camelina
production.

The first challenge is that there are currently no labeled pesticides available to
control weeds and pests. This barrier will be resolved as advances are made to
selectively breed more resilient varieties of camelina and as pesticide manufacturers
move the appropriate products into the market.

The bigger challenge is the lack of Department of Agriculture safety net
programs. I spend my days working with agriculture producers, educating them about
the potential markets for this exciting new energy crop. No matter how great the
promised return on investment might be, the lack of crop insurance is a major roadblock
to new crop acceptance. Farmers have trouble getting their banker to support loans for
crops without crop insurance. Farmers are also hesitant to move away from a crop with a
long track record and the full bundle of USDA program support to a new crop with no
safety net whatsoever.

Montana’s Governor, Brian Schweitzer, recently referred to camelina as his new
girlfriend. As our country works to develop home-grown sources of clean, renewable
fuels, we believe states like Montana can substantially contribute to energy feedstock
production. In fact, we project that camelina will surpass one million acres in Montana in
the next few years. In order to achieve this benchmark, Montana farmers need risk
protection and support from Farm Services Agency and other state and federal agencies.

Camelina is a new crop. It doesn’t have the sort of yield and price data that is
required to obtain Federal crop insurance under the normal process — a process that I
understand takes many years to navigate. Congress can best promote the increased
production of renewable fuels, by instituting a targeted program administered by the
Department of Agriculture that provides the needed safety net to growers in the short
term to allow this industry to take root and deliver on the promise of energy
independence.

Thank you,
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