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April 11, 2007

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chair

Committee on Energy and Commerce
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Dingell:

The undersigned deans of U.S. dental schools strongly endorse the Children’s Dental Health
Improvement Act of 2007 (H.R. 1781). We applaud your sustained leadership in addressing
access to oral health care for our nation’s vulnerable children.

Encouraging states to improve dental care within their Medicaid and SCHIP programs, as your
proposal does, would increase access to oral health care for children presently outside a system
of care. Likewise, incentives tc states for demonstration projects that foster innovative programs
expanding access to oral health services and improving dental care for low-income children are
desperately needed. Such incentives would help to ensure that those at greatest risk are
receiving the oral health care they need.

Despite Medicaid and State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), dental care remains
an underutilized health service for low-income children. According to Oral Health in America: A
Report of the Surgeon General in 2000, approximately 23 million children have no dental
coverage. For every child less than 18 years of age without medical insurance, there are three
without dental insurance. Less than a third of poor children receive any dental care at all.

Tooth decay remains the most common chronic disease of US children. Oral disease affects
individuals, families, the community and society. Poor oral health can lead to pain and infection,
missed school and disruptions of vital functions such as speech and eating, and other
productive activities. More than 51 million school hours are lost to dental related illness.

The nation’s academic dental institutions which serve as safety net providers for thousands of
underserved children pledge to work with you to address the oral health needs of this vulnerable
population.

Sincerely,

Dr. Charles N. Bertolami
Dean, University of California, San Francisco School of Dentistry

The mission of the American Dental Education Association is to lead individuals and institutions of the dental education community to address contemporary issues
influencing education, research, and the delivery of oral health care for the improvement of the health of the public.
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Dr. Ann M. Boyle
Dean, Southern lilinois University School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Thomas W. Braun
Dean, University of Pittsburgh School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Richard N. Buchanan
Dean, University of Buffalo School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Jack W. Clinton
Dean, Oregon Health & Science University School of Dentistry

Dr. James S. Cole
Dean, Baylor College of Dentistry

Dr. Jack Dillenberg
Dean, Arizona School of Dentistry and Oral Health

Dr. Teresa A. Dolan
Dean, University of Florida College of Dentistry

Dr. R. Bruce Donoff
Dean, Harvard Schoo! of Dental Medicine

Dr. Cecile A. Feldman
Dean, University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
New Jersey Dental School

Dr. Patrick J. Ferrillo
Dean, University of Pacific Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry

Dr. Steven W. Friedrichsen
Dean, Creighton University School of Dentistry

Dr. Russell O. Gilpatrick
Dean, University of Tennessee College of Dentistry

Dr. Jerold S. Goldberg
Dean, Case School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Lawrence | Goldblatt
Dean, Indiana University School of Dentistry

Dr. Charles J. Goodacre

Dean, Loma Linda School of Dentistry

Dr. Bruce S. Graham

Dean, University of lliinois at Chicago College of Dentistry

Dr. Eric J. Hovland
Dean, Louisiana State University School of Dentistry



Dr. Ronald J. Hunt
Dean, Virginia Commonwealth University School of Dentistry

Dr. James R. Hupp
Dean, University of Mississippi School of Dentistry

Dr. Marjorie K. Jeffcoat
Dean, University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine

Dr. James J. Koelbl
Dean, West Virginia University School of Dentistry

Dr. David Johnsen
Dean, University of lowa College of Dentistry

Dr. Ira B. Lamster
Dean, College of Dental Medicine Columbia University

Dr. William K. Lobb
Dean, Marquette University School of Dentistry

Dr. Monty MacNeil
Dean, University of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Lonnie H. Norris
Dean, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine

Dr. No-Hee Park
Dean, University of California, Los Angeles School of Dentistry

Dr. Peter J. Polverini
Dean, University of Michigan School of Dentistry

Dr. Michael J. Reed
Dean, University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Dentistry

Dr. John W. Reinhardt
Dean, University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Dentistry

Dr. Barry R. Rifkin
Dean, Stony Brook University School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Yilda Rivera
Dean, University of Puerto Rico School of Dentistry

Dr. Leo E. Rouse
Dean, Howard University College of Dentistry

Dr. John J. Sanders
Dean, Medical University of South Carolina College of Dental Medicine



Dr. Victor A. Sandoval
Interim Dean, University of Nevada, Las Vegas School of Dental Medicine

Dr. Richard Simonsen
Dean, Midwestern University College of Dental Medicine Glendale, Arizona

Dr. Harold C. Siavkin
Dean, University of Southern California School of Dentistry

Dr. Martha J. Somerman
Dean, University of Washington School of Dentistry

Dr. H. Robert Steiman
Dean, University of Detroit Mercy School of Dentistry

Dr. Huw F. Thomas
Dean, University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Dentistry

Dr. Sharon P. Turner
Dean, University of Kentucky College of Dentistry

Dr. Richard I. Vogel
Interim Dean, New York University College of Dentistry

Dr. John N. Williams
Dean, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Dentistry

Dr. Stephen K. Young
Dean, University of Oklahoma College of Dentistry



