] A
d—\ N I

DENTAL HEALTH PROJECT

...working for children's oral health

CDHP Board of Directors

Burton L. Edelstein, DDS MPH
Chair

Professor of Dentistry and
Health Policy & Management
Columbia University

New York, NY

Shelly Gehshan

Vice Chair

Senior Program Director

National Academy for State Health
Policy

Washington, DC

Jackie Noyes, MA
Secretary/Treasurer

Associate Executive Director
American Academy of Pediatrics
Washington, DC

Caswell A. Evans, Jr., DDS MPH
Associate Dean for Prevention
and Public Health Sciences
University of lllinois

College of Dentistry

Chicago, IL

Steven William Kess
Vice President
Henry Schein, Inc.
Melville, NY

Marion Ein Lewin
Chevy Chase, MD

Kathy O'Loughlin, DMD MPH
Massachusetts
Boston, MA

Fotinos S. Panagakos, DMD PhD
Director of Professional Relations
Colgate Palmolive

New York, NY

Ned Savide, DDS
Past President
American Academy of
Pediatric Dentistry
Palos Park ,IL

Rakesh Singh

Senior Communications Officer
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation
Washington DC

Claude Earl Fox, MD MPH
Emeritus

Research Professor, Epidemiology
and Public Health

University of Miami School of
Medicine

Miami, FL

Nancy Rawding Gralla MPH
Executive Director

CDHP is a Section 500(cH3) organization.

All contributions to COHP will be tax deductible

to the extent permiteed by law.

September 25, 2007

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chair

Committee on Energy and Commerce
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Dingell,

The Children's Dental Health Project applauds your commitment to the oral health of all children.
We recognize and commend your leadership in providing stable dental care for children in
working-poor families, supporting early visits to the dentist, enhancing the quality dental care, and
improving access.

As our youngest children are experiencing an increase in cavities for the first time in 40 years, we
especially appreciate the comprehensiveness of your approach to improving dental care in CHIP.
You clearly appreciate that it is essential to provide routine preventive dental care for the most
vulnerable children — care that has proven to be cost effective, particularly for previously uninsured
children. Stabilizing the provision of dental care will have a positive effect on children’s oral health
and therefore on their overall health and well-being.

We appreciate that the Children's Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act of 2007 (HR
976) also expands access through public private contracting, educating new parents about oral
health, and establishing systems for monitoring the quality and performance of state dental
benefits, which are all significant strides toward oral health for all children. Providing states the
opportunity to address the prevention of disease, the development of the dental safety-net, and
financing of dental care are all important areas that have been in need of attention to improve
access and quality of dental care.

Thank you for your continued commitment to the oral health of our nation’s children. It has been a

pleasure to work with you and your excellent staff on these critical health issues.

Sincerely,
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Burton Edelstein, DDS, MPH
Chairman
Children's Dental Health Project
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