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By Bary Alyssa Johnson 

Congressman Bob Inglis (R-SC) introduced to the House of Representatives earlier this year the H-Prize 
Act of 2006, which was designed to advance hydrogen technology as an alternative source of fuel.  

The Act, which passed in the House this 
week with a 416-6 vote, authorizes the 
Secretary of Energy to award monetary 
prizes through competitions designed to 
address technical barriers in creating 
hydrogen energy sources.  

"It basically directs the Secretary to offer 
cash incentives to people and companies 
for developing and demonstrating 
commercial applications of hydrogen 
energy technology," said a spokesperson 
for Representative Dan Lipinski (D-Ill.), who 
co-sponsored the bill.  

"The Act encourages the private sector to 
invest time and efforts to come up with a 
solution for harnessing hydrogen energy 
effectively and efficiently," said a 
spokesperson for Representative Patrick 
McHenry (R-NC), another co-sponsor of 

the bill. "The main focus is to further develop hydrogen technologies that could be used as a cleaner 
alternative to the more traditional ways we use energy, like gas and oil."  

The modeling of the Act has been likened to the Ansari X-Prize competition, which is hosted by non-profit 
X-Prize Foundation. Last year, the X-Prize contest offered $10 million for the development of a low-cost, 
highly efficient space craft for use in the civilian tourism sector.  

Hydrogen fuel-powered fuel cells were designed to provide a cheaper alternative to gasoline. U.S. gasoline prices, 
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on a per-gallon basis, are currently about 70 percent higher than they were a year ago, based upon Department of 
Energy statistics. 

As part of the Act, the Secretary of Energy will host competitions to increase research and development of 
hydrogen energy sources.  

These competitions, which will run through 2017, will be open to individuals, small and large businesses 
and universities. The Secretary is authorized to dole out up to $11 million in prizes each year between 2007 
and 2016.  

Entries will be judged and awarded based on criteria established by the Secretary of Energy, the 
Department of Energy's Hydrogen Technical and Fuel Cell Advisory Committee, the National Science 
Foundation, the National Academy of Sciences and the National Academy of Engineering.  

Prizes will be awarded in three categories: advancements in hydrogen 
production/storage/distribution/utilization, hydrogen-powered vehicle prototypes and "transformational 
changes in technologies for distribution or production of hydrogen…which may include cost criteria 
designed to facilitate the eventual market success of a winning technology," the Act states.  

The first two categories will be eligible for up to $4 million in prize money either annually or bi-annually, 
while the third category will offer a prize of up to $10 million.  

"It's a 'pot at the end of the rainbow' idea," said a spokesperson for McHenry. "Instead of putting tax payer 
money into a bureaucratic system to develop something within the government, we're offering benefits to 
the private sector so that they can figure out the most efficient way to do this."  

"The long-term goal is to try and advance to a hydrogen economy to lessen dependency on foreign oil," 
Representative Bob Inglis (R-SC) said.  

      

 

Add PC Magazine Breaking News  RSS feed to your feed reader so that you don't miss another headline! 

More Readers

What is this? See all tech RSS feeds

ultimate utility 

guide
 
Wmatch 3

Startup Cop Pro

FileSnoop

CookieCop

DiskPie Pro

TaskPower

 
View All Utilities >

 

 

top sellers

Compare Store Deals

1. Apple iPod Fifth Gen. 
Black (80 GB, 

M450LL/A) Digital 

Media Player

2. Apple iPod
Second Gen. Silver 

(2GB, MA477LL/A) 

2.048 GB MP3 Player

3. Apple iPod Video 30 GB 
Black (MA446LL/A) 

MP3 Player

4. Apple iPod nano Black 
(4 GB) MP3 Player 

(MA107LL/A)

5. Apple iPod
Second Gen. Black (8 

GB, MA497LL/A) MP3 

Player

 more >

  Desktops

  Digital Cameras

  DVD Creation

  Handhelds

  Laptops

  LCDs  

  MP3 Players

  PDAs & Phones

  Printers

  VoIP  

  Windows XP

  Wireless Networks

Ads by Google 



Get PCMag.com's FREE email 

newsletters delivered to your inbox.  

 

It's easy, just follow the steps.  

 

Want more? Check out our other 

newsletters here.  

 

Manage your newsletter 

subscriptions here.  

1. Make your selections: 

Daily News Alert 

Inside PCMag.com 

PCMag.com Small 

Business Update 

PCMagCast Update 

Productwire: First Looks 

Update 

Security Watch 

Tech Saver 

TechnoRide Update 

Tip of the Day 

Utility Library Update 

What's New Now 

PCMag Announcements 

2. Select email format: 

      

 

3. Enter email address: 

        

HTML

Subscription Help | Renew | Give a Gift

Featured Offers

EXCLUSIVE WHITE PAPER  
 
The Shortcut Guide to Managing Disk 

Fragmentation  
 
Storing data on a disk has become less expensive and 
more convenient in modern times. But with that increase in 
storage capacity and decrease in price comes a problem 
of management. There are many common 
misunderstandings leading to operational inefficiencies 
when it comes to the management of disk fragmentation 
and defragmentation.  
 
Click here to read the full, free white paper!  

FREE WHITE PAPER FROM OUR PARTNERS!  
 
 

This document discusses how customers using 
Microsoft and Business Objects technologies can 
maximize the interoperability from their existing 
investments.  
 
Is your company constantly seeking ways to stand out 
above your competition?  
 

>> brought to you by PCMag.com Network 

New From PCMag.com's Utility Library

  
 
 
Just released! Organize and control multiple 
network shares with NetShare Manager, 
PCMag.com's new premium download.  
 
 

With NetShare Manager, you can: 
 

• store all of your mapped network shares 

 
• connect and disconnect multiple shares with the push 

of a button 

 
• set up profiles for home, office, etc./div> 

 
 

Download NetShare Manager today!  

  All categories

 

  

PCMag.com career 
center 
 
Access our new career 
resources and job 
search! 

 
Click here

resume and search job 
listings! 
 
Powered by Dice



 

Search 90,000+ high-quality tech jobs at Dice.com 

Toshiba $599 laptop + free printer, router & bag!  

Toshiba Satellite Intel Core Duo T2050 17" Wide XGA+ Notebook  

Mio DigiWalker C520. A GPS for the modern explorer. 

Walk away from open computer files safely & secure! 

Knowledge For College? Get it at BestBuy.Com 

For your storage needs: HP Storage Solution Center 

BlackBerry 8300 Curve, Free 1GB MicroSD Card!  

Learn how a server can re-energize your business with HP ProLiant Server Buying Guide. 

Samsung SGH-i607 3G/ UMTS PDA, Free with Plan!  

Work Hard. Play Harder. Back to School 2007 at Circuit City  

Special offers on ThinkPad® and Lenovo 3000 PCs.  

The HP ProLiant DL360 G5 server  

Get great deals on PC Cards from Verizon Wireless. 

PC Magazine's live, online events make you more 
productive at work, home, and on the go. Best of all, 

they're FREE! 

 

Featured Event: 

 

PCMagCast: Mobility Technology Online Expo 

PC Magazine and PCMagCast will host a one-day Mobility 

Technology Online Expo for small and medium-sized 

businesses. This is your chance to get up-to-date, 

actionable information about how to choose and become 

more productive with cutting-edge mobile devices and 

applications. Register by 9/20 and you'll be entered 

to win one of 5 Yoggi Pico security devices. Find out 

more and register.  

 

See all PCMagCasts >>  

  

More Free PCMagCasts: 
 

Lock Down Data and Avoid Disaster with a Smart 

Backup Strategy 

Sponsored by Iomega  

In this 60-minute webcast, we explain the best backup 

strategies and help you lock down your data, work more 

efficiently, and automate your efforts. View new.  

 

Slash Networking Costs and Boost Performance with 

Sensible Servers 

Sponsored by HP  

Learn concrete steps toward protecting network security at 

the server level. We explain your options in business 

servers with our overview of SMB server technologies and 

peripherals. View this event.  

  

Cell Phones   
Apple iPhone, Bluetooth Phone, Verizon Cell Phones, 

Cingular Cell Phones, Motorola Cell Phones 

Computer Security    
Virus Software, Spam Software, Spyware Software, 

Firewall Software 

Computer Software   
Backup Software, System Utilities, Video Editing Software, 

Office Suites, Windows Vista 

Desktops   
Cheap Desktops, Media Desktops, Dell Desktops,  

Mac Desktops, Desktop PC Reviews 

Digital Camcorders   
Sony Digital Camcorders, JVC Digital Camcorders, Cheap 

Camcorders 

Digital Cameras   
Cheap Digital Cameras, Canon Digital Cameras,  

Nikon Digital Cameras, Digital Camera Reviews 

Editors' Choice Products   
Best Laptops, Best Digital Cameras,  

Best Camcorders, Best Security Software 

Graphics Cards    
ATI Graphic Cards, 256 MB Graphic Cards,  

Cheap Graphic Cards 

HDTVs   
Plasma HDTV, LCD HDTV, Rear Projection TV,  

Sony HDTV, HDTV Reviews 

InkJet Printers   
Cheap InkJet Printers, Epson InkJet Printers,  

Canon InkJet Printers  

Laptops & Notebooks   
Cheap Laptops, Toshiba Laptops, Dell Laptops, Business 

Laptops, Laptop and Notebook PC Reviews 

Laser Printers   
Black & White Laser Printers, Cheap Laser Printers 

MP3 Players   



LCDs   
LCD TV, LCD Monitors, Cheap LCDs 

Cheap MP3 Players, Microsoft Zune, Apple iPods,  

iRiver MP3 Players, MP3 Player Reviews 

Multi-Function Printers    
Laser MFPs, InkJet MFPs, HP MFPs, Canon MFPs 

PDAs   
Palm PDA, Pocket PC PDA 

Scanners    
Flatbed Scanners, Scanners under $500, Canon Scanners, 

HP Scanners 

Speakers    
Klipsch Speakers, Altec Lansing Speakers,  

2-Channel Speakers, Cheap Speakers 

Storage Devices    
CD Burners, Hard Drives, DVD Burners,  

Flash Drives 

Wireless Networking   
Wireless Routers, Wireless Access Points, Netgear, Linksys 

Routers 

Small Business Center   
Small Business Laptops, Small Business Desktops, 

Smart Phones, Inkjet Printers, Wireless Networking, 

Business Accounting Software  

GearLog: Cool Gadgets—Now   
Digital Cameras, Digital Video, Gadgets & Gizmos, MP3 

Players, Desktops, Laptops, Wearable Tech, Cheap Geek  

ExtremeTech   
Top Deep Tech Stories, CPUs, Boards & Components, 3D 

Graphics, Audio & HDTV,  

Build It, OS, Software & Networking  

TechnoRide   
Car Technology, Car Video Systems, Car Audio,  

Auto News, GPS Car Navigation, Car Reviews,  

Hybrid Cars, Concept Cars, Car Advice, Auto Shows  

Smart Device Central   
Smartphones, Smartphone Software,  

Smartphone Accessories, Smartphone Tips,  

PDAs, PDA Software, PDA Tips, PDA Accessories 

Game Systems   
Nintendo Wii, Sony PS3, Microsoft Xbox 360,  

Sony PSP, Nintendo DS Lite, Game System Reviews  

View all PCMag.com RSS Feeds >  

Issue Index | Contact Us | About | Advertise | Site Map | Magazine Customer Service 

Desktop Reviews | Cheap Laptops | Wireless Networking | Media Desktops | Laser Printers | InkJet Printers

MP3 Players | Digital Camcorders | Plasma HDTVs | LCD Monitors | Flatbed Scanners | Bluetooth Phones

Palm PDAs | Cheap Digital Cameras | Virus Software | Small Business Solutions 

 

Ziff Davis Home | Contact Us | Advertise | Link to Us | Reprints | Magazine Subscriptions | Newsletters

RSS Feeds | Tech Shop | White Papers | Tech Encyclopedia | PC Downloads | ROI Calculators | Tech Jobs

Tech Webcasts | Tech Podcasts | Tech Video | Ziff Davis Media International  

 

1UP | AppScout | Baseline | Careers | The Channel Insider | CIO Insight | Cranky Geeks | DesktopLinux

DeviceForge | DevSource | DigitalLife | DL.TV | eSeminars | eWEEK | ExtremeTech | Filefront | GameVideos

GearLog | LinuxDevices | Linux Watch  | Microsoft Watch | Mid-market | My Cheats | Networking

PCMagCasts | PDF Zone | Publish | Security Watch | Server IQ | Smart Device Central | Strategic Partner

TechnoRide | Web Buyer's Guide | What's New Now | Windows for Devices 

 

Use of this site is governed by our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy 

Copyright © 1996-2007 Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. All Rights Reserved. PC Magazine is a registered trademark of 
Ziff Davis Publishing Holdings Inc. Reproduction in whole or in part in any form or medium without express written permission 

of Ziff Davis Media Inc. is prohibited. 


