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January 27, 2014 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Obama: 

We, the undersigned organizations, ask you to provide the leadership necessary to compel a full 
investigation into water contamination from fracking in Texas and to take quick action to make 
sure affected residents are protected and have safe drinking water. This is especially pressing in 
light of a report by the EPA Inspector General and water testing results from Duke University 
that show that evidence of contamination from fracking remains clear and residents remain at 
risk. The previously closed EPA investigation into these matters must be re-opened.  

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy’s recent letter in response to the Natural Resources Defense 
Council’s request for the agency to reopen and complete the three investigations fails to provide 
the response needed to justify the agency’s decision to withdraw from these studies. Most 
concerning is the EPA’s suggestion that as long as the residents affected by contamination could 
find alternative water supply or treatment systems to reduce exposure, there was no need to 
finalize the investigation linking drinking water contamination to drilling. This was true even 
when EPA found elevated levels of contaminants, as evident in this excerpt from the letter: 

“The EPA did find elevated levels of contaminants in Dimock well water at five homes at 
levels that could present a health concern.  However, at the time that the agency 
concluded its work in Dimock, the residents had or were going to have their own 
treatment systems that reduce concentrations of contaminants to acceptable levels at the 
tap.”1 
 

This letter comes on the heels of the EPA Inspector General report on the EPA’s investigation 
into claims of water contamination from fracking in Texas, released on December 24, 2013.2 The 
Inspector General's report found that the EPA's initial investigation was justified, confirming that 
“the region’s interactions with state officials and other stakeholders were appropriate and within 
Section 1431 [of the Safe Drinking Water Act] guidelines.”  

The report also raised alarming questions about the EPA's decision to drop its investigation. As 
the report determined, the “EPA used its discretion in withdrawing the emergency order” ending 
its investigation with a questionable agreement with the drilling company to participate in a 
separate study, even when residents' drinking water was unsafe and scientific evidence pointed to 
the fracking site as the source of the contamination. Indeed, the Inspector General’s report found 
that “the EPA lacks quality assurance information for the Range Resources’ sampling program, 
and questions remain about the contamination.” In short, the overall and current risk to residents 
whose drinking water wells have been contaminated with high levels of benzene and explosive 
methane has not been determined, and the EPA needs to take action to assess the risk to the 
public.  
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Worse still, when the EPA withdrew the emergency order and reached a settlement with Range 
Resources in 2012, the agency agreed to rely on water quality tests conducted by the company 
itself. As the Inspector General's report noted, "EPA did not review or approve Range 
Resources’ sampling protocol, nor did it review or approve the data collection and analytical 
methods during the course of the study."  

On January 10, 2014, Duke University revealed that its independent tests of those wells found 
high, combustible levels of methane, contradicting the Range Resources tests that the EPA relied 
on, which found “no widespread methane contamination of concern in the wells that were 
sampled in Parker County.”3 It is now apparent that the EPA abdicated its responsibility and 
local residents have paid the price. 

This case is part of an alarming trend of the EPA dropping similar investigations into water 
contamination from fracking in Dimock, Pennsylvania and Pavillion, Wyoming. In the case of 
Dimock, it has since been revealed that EPA dropped its investigation even though the EPA 
Region 3 office in Philadelphia that was charged with monitoring the drinking water believed 
and argued that it should continue.4 In Pavillion, the EPA abandoned its investigation into water 
contamination even after linking high levels of chemicals, including benzene, to fracking - 
handing the investigation over to the state with ongoing research funded by EnCana, the same 
drilling corporation under investigation for the contamination.5 

These three are among a growing number of cases of water contamination linked to drilling and 
fracking, and a significant and rapidly growing body of scientific evidence showing the harms 
drilling and fracking pose to public health and the environment. An Associated Press review 
released January 5, 2014 of complaints of contamination from drilling and fracking in four states 
found hundreds and hundreds of complaints and many confirmed cases of water contamination, 
noting that the review "casts doubt on industry suggestions that such problems rarely happen."6 
Such information builds on evidence such as 2013 and 2011 Duke University studies linking 
fracking with nearby groundwater contamination, finding “systematic evidence for methane 
contamination of drinking water associated with shale gas extraction.”78 

Of serious concern, the hundreds of chemicals used in fracking operations include many very 
toxic and carcinogenic chemicals. The implications for our fresh water sources and public health 
are grave. For example, a University of Missouri School of Medicine study released on 
December 16, 2013 linked fracking with dangerous hormone-disrupting chemicals in the water 
near fracking sites, including the Colorado River.9 Earlier in 2013, a University of Texas at 
Arlington study of fracking sites in Texas’ Barnett Shale showed that “there are elevated levels 
of arsenic and other heavy metals close to natural gas extraction sites in the Barnett Shale area of 
North Texas” and that the compounds could end up in drinking water.10 

In addition to concerns about water and public health, evidence that fracking greatly exacerbates 
climate change continues to mount. This summer, updated Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change measurements show that methane is 34 times more potent in the atmosphere than CO2 
over a 100-year time scale and 86 times more potent over a 20-year time scale.11 And as the New 
York Times reported12 on November 25, 2013, a major study led by Harvard University found 
that the EPA is significantly underestimating methane emissions and that methane emissions 
from oil and gas activity could be five times greater than EPA estimates, building on prior 
evidence13 of significant methane leaks from drilling and fracking operations. 
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These are just a few examples of a significant and growing body of scientific evidence showing 
demonstrable harms to public health and the environment from fracking.14 Unfortunately, key 
members of your administration including Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz, Secretary of 
Interior Sally Jewell and new EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy continue to make public 
statements touting fracking as safe, and dismissing concerns about water pollution and climate 
change, even when there is so much evidence to the contrary. 

It is incumbent upon you to correct your administration’s troubling abdication of responsibility 
and denial of the science on fracking and the harms it is posing to Americans across the country. 
As more than 250,000 Americans have already urged and the evidence compels, we ask that you 
swiftly act to re-open the EPA’s investigations in Texas, Pennsylvania and Wyoming.15 We also 
ask that you meet with the victims of fracking and hear their accounts first-hand and also the 
leadership of Americans Against Fracking, as you and high ranking administration officials have 
had several meetings with industry leaders including your golf outing16 with executives at 
Western Gas Holdings and Gina McCarthy’s recent meeting with the CEO of the American Gas 
Association about the expansion of shale gas development.17 

Sincerely, 

American Against Fracking Advisory Board:  
 
Josh Fox 
Daryl Hannah  
Natalie Merchant 
Mark Ruffalo  
Dr. Sandra Steingraber 
 
National Organizations 
Phil Aroneanu       
350.org 
 
David Braun  
Americans Against Fracking 
 
Annie Sartor  
Breast Cancer Action 
 
Kassie Siegel  
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Zack Malitz  
CREDO 
 
Jim Dean  
Democracy for America 
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Maura Cowley
Energy Action Coalition 
 
Jesse Bacon  
Environmental Action 
 
Wenonah Hauter 
Food & Water Watch 
 
Brant Olson  
Forecast the Facts 
 
Ross Hammond  
Friends of the Earth 
 
Phil Radford  
Greenpeace USA 
 
Victoria Kaplan  
MoveOn.org Civic Action 
 
David Turnbull  
Oil Change International 
 
Alexis Baden-Mayer, Esq.  
Organic Consumers Association 
 
Russell Greene  
Progressive Democrats of America 
 
Amanda Starbuck  
Rainforest Action Network 
 
Nancy Price  
Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom, US Section 
 
Regional, State and Local Organizations: 
 
Micah Parkin  
350 Colorado 
 
Ken Jones  
350 Marin 
 
 

Matt Smith  
350 New Jersey 
 
Max Golding  
350 Santa Barbara 
 
Peg Mitchell  
350 San Diego 
 
Heidi Harmon  
350 San Luis Obispo 
 
Lynn Ellen Marsh & Andy Minnig  
Advocates for Cherry Valley 
 
Maureen Dill  
Advocates for Morris 
 
Phil Bellfy  
Article32.org 
 
Heather Cantino  
Athens County Fracking Action Network 
(ACFAN.org) 
 
Jan Quarles  
Back To Democracy 
 
Stephen Murray  
Baldwin Hills Oil Watch 
 
Michael Scarmack  
Ban Hydro-fracking in Greenfield Township 
Fairfield County OH 
 
Amanda Means  
Beacon Climate Action 
 
Karen Feridun  
Berks Gas Truth 
 
Tracy Sides  
Bravely Be 
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Larry Bennett  
Brewery Ommegang 
 
Carl Lundgren  
Bronx County Green Party 
 
Kady Ferguson  
Brooklyn Food Coalition 
 
Andrew Coleman  
Bus For Progress 
 
Daniel Morrissey  
Capital District Against Fracking 
 
Wes Gillingham  
Catskill Mountainkeeper 
 
Christine Borello  
CCLT/Uniontown IEL Superfund Site 
OHIO 
 
Madeline Stano  
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
 
Eric Robison & Matia Vanderbilt  
Citizen Shale 
 
Ron Slabe  
Citizens Against Marcellus Pollution 
 
Jim Ramey  
Citizens for a Healthy Community 
 
Kelly Giddens  
Citizens for a Healthy Fort Collins 
 
 
Judy Fisher  
Citizens for Huerfano County 
 
Shirley Kallio  
Citizens for Responsible Resource 
Management 
 
 

Barbara Warren  
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
 
Hope Taylor, MSPH  
Clean Water for North Carolina 
 
Christine Frank  
Climate Crisis Coalition of the Twin Cities 
 
Harriet Shugarman  
Climatemama 
 
Kathleen Maher  
Coastal Monmouth Democratic Club 
 
Laurie Caplan  
Columbia Pacific Common Sense 
 
John Bijarney  
Concerned Citizens of Rural Broome 
 
Gwen Fischer  
Concerned Citizens Ohio/Hiram 
 
Ellen McCormick  
ConnFACT 
 
Eddie Kurtz  
CourageCampaign.org 
 
Georgina Shanley 
CURE-Citizens United for Renewable 
Energy 
 
Tracy Carluccio  
Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
 
Joanne Cromley  
Don't Frack Michigan 
 
Joseph Wilson  
Dryden Resource Awareness Coalition 
 
Nancy Kasper  
Earth Eden Institute 
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Jim & Jill Duvall  
ECOGIG 
 
Dana Patterson  
Edison Wetlands Association 
 
Colleen Boland  
Elmirans & Friends Against Fracking 
(EFAF) 
 
Dr Tom Kerns  
Environment and Human Rights Advisory 
 
John Peck  
Family Farm Defenders 
 
Ellen Harrison  
Fleased 
 
Lauren Ornelas  
Food Empowerment Project 
 
August Miller  
FoodShed Productions 
 
Marc W. McCord  
FracDallas 
 
Julia Walsh  
Frack Action 
 
Sue Rosenberg  
Frack Free Catskills 
 
John Gormley  
Frack Free Colorado 
 
Kathryn Hanratty 
Frack Free Geauga 
 
Bill Baker  
Frack Free Ohio 
 
Shane Davis  
Fractivist.org 
 

Jerome Wagner  
Franciscan Response to Fracking (North 
Jersey Chapter) 
 
Leatra Harper  
FreshWater Accountability Project Ohio 
 
Celia Scott  
Friends of the Pogonip 
 
Neil Pezzulo  
Glenmary Home Missioners-Commission on 
Justice 
 
Denny Larson  
Global Community Monitor 
 
Ellen White Weir  
Goldpetals Inc. 
 
Daniel Pagano  
Gomuka Farm 
 
Patti Wood  
Grassroots Environmental Education 
 
Fran Teplitz  
Green America 
 
John Reynolds  
Green Ecosocialist Movement 
 
Bill Reitter  
Green Party of New Jersey 
 
Gloria Mattera   
Green Party of New York State  
 
Jay Sweeney  
Green Party of Pennsylvania 
 
Rose Penelope Yee  
Green Retirement Plans, Inc. 
 
Nicole Delcogliano  
Green Toe Ground Farm 
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Franklin E. Vilas  
GreenFaith 
 
Elisabeth Hoffman  
HoCo ClimateChange 
 
Paul A. Rubin  
HydroQuest 
 
 
Alma Hasse  
Idaho Concerned Area Residents for the 
Environment - ICARE 
 
Dawn Dannenbring  
Illinois People's Action 
 
Adam Mason  
Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement 
 
Lori Lawrence  
Kansas Climate Action 
 
Grace van Hulsteyn  
Keep Cohecton Green 
 
Emma Bray  
Kids Against Fracking 
 
Jeff & Mary Klauke Abbas  
Kitchen Table Ministries, LLC 
 
Pamm Larry  
Labelgmos.org 
 
Patricia A Leahan  
Las Vegas (NM) Peace & Justice Center 
 
Julie Ann Edgar  
Lehigh Valley Gas Truth 
 
Jeff Kuyper  
Los Padres ForestWatch 
 
 

Kris Brown 
Mainstreet Moms 
 
Joy Smith  
Manistee Water Guardians 
 
Diane Sipe 
Marcellus Outreach Butler 
 
Gloria Forouzan  
Marcellus Protest 
 
Jill Wiener  
Catskill Citizens for Safe Energy 
 
Katherine J Beinkafner  
Mid-Hudson Geosciences 
 
Joanne Steele  
Mid-Hudson Sierra Club 
 
Kelly Branigan, RN  
Middlefield Neighbors 
 
Karen Brennan  
Moravia Antifracking alliance 
 
Marion Harris  
Morris County Trust for Historic 
Preservation 
 
Donna Carver  
Morrow County POWER 
 
Melinda Hughes-Wert  
Nature Abounds 
 
Vanessa Pesec  
NEOGAP (Network for Oil and Gas 
Accountability and Protection) 
 
Elliott Ruga  
New Jersey Highlands Coalition 
 
Joan Brown  
New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light 
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Alex Beauchamp  
New Yorkers Against Fracking 
 
David Budd  
NJ Highlands Coalition 
 
Joan Brown   
NM Interfaith Power and Light 
 
Diane Wexler  
Northjersey Pipeline Walkers 
 
Donna Stein  
NYC Friends of Clearwater Inc. 
 
Christina Himberger  
Olive Defense Against Fracking 
 
Andrea Serrano  
OLE New Mexico 
 
 
Nicole Dillingham  
Otsego 2000, Inc. 
 
Julie Huntsman, DVM  
Otsego Neighbors 
 
Laura Fronckiewicz  
Our Broomfield 
 
Kaye Fissinger  
Our Health, Our Future, Our Longmont 
 
Craig Stevens  
Patriots From The Marcellus Shale 
 
Jenny Lisak  
Pennsylvaina Alliance for Clean Water and 
Air 
 
Ray Bellamy, MD  
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
 
 

Barbara Warren  
Physicians for Social Responsibility Arizona 
 
Lynn Ringenberg, MD  
Physicians for Social Responsibility Florida  
 
Teresa Mendez-Quigley  
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Philadelphia 
 
Laurel Biedermann  
Pikes Peak Alliance for the Future 
 
Robert Winkler  
Plains Alliance for Clean Air and Water 
 
Peter Hudiburg  
Plymouth Friends of Clean Water 
 
Elizabeth O'Nan  
Protect All Children's Environment 
 
Kathy Shimberg  
Protect Laurens [NY] 
 
Anne Novak  
Protect Mustangs 
 
Sam Schabacker  
Protect Our Colorado Coalition 
 
Sharon J. Carlisle  
Protect Our Loveland 
 
Christine O'Rourke  
QuenchNJ 
 
Gerri Wiley  
Residents Against Fracking Tioga 
 
Ellen Robinson  
Raging Grannies 
 
Chief Vincent Mann  
Ramapough Lenape Nation 
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Bill Podulka  
Residents Opposing Unsafe Shale-Gas 
Extraction 
 
William Clark  
Rio Arriba Concerned Citizens 
 
George Matthis  
River Guardian Foundation 
 
Toby Stover  
Rochester Defense Against Fracking 
 
Forrest English  
Rogue Riverkeeper 
 
Claire Donohue and Kim Fraczek 
Sane Energy Project 
 
Grace Feldmann  
Santa Barbara Frack Back to Save The 
Central Coast 
 
Joe McDonald  
Save Our Sandhills 
 
Isaac Silberman-Gorn  
Save The Southern Tier 
 
Matia Vanderbilt  
Save Western Maryland 
 
Jody McIlrath  
Save-The-Bluffs 
 
Christin Anderson  
SGVCC 
 
Wendy Lynne Lee  
Shale Justice 
 
Briget Shields  
Shalefield Stories 
 
David Kauber  
ShaleShock 

 
Sara Hess  
Shaleshock Action Alliance 
 
Lynda Schneekloth  
Sierra Club Niagara Group 
 
Jack Eidt  
SoCal Climate Action 350 
 
Tom Shepherd  
Southeast Environmental Task Force 
 
Michael Gorr  
Southern Cayuga Anti-Fracking Alliance 
 
Stephen Nickels  
Southern Illinoisans Against Fracturing Our 
Environment 
 
Lupe Anguiano  
Stewards of the Earth  
 
Christine M Griffin  
Stop Fracking PA! 
 
Susan Van Dolsen 
Stop the Algonquin Pipeline Expansion 
 
Pramilla Malick  
Stop MCS 
 
Larysa Dyrszka, MD  
Sullivan Area Citizens for Responsible 
Energy Development 
 
Adrian Kuzminski  
Sustainable Otsego 
 
 
Gay Nicholson, Ph.D. & Thomas Shelley  
Sustainable Tompkins 
 
Alyssa Burgin  
Texas Drought Project 
 



 10 

Will Pearl  
The Climate Justice Hub 
 
Diane and Jim Schrack  
The Question Alliance 
 
Daniele Gerard  
Three Parks Independent Democrats 
 
Kim Latham  
Transition Newton & Nortwest NJ 
 
Teri Shore  
Turtle Island Restoration Network 
 
William Honachefsky Jr.  
Union Forge Heritage Association 
 
Rv. Craig Hirshberg  
Unitarian Universalist Legislative Ministry 
of New Jersey 
 
Ling Tsou  
United for Action 
 
Darree Sicher  
United Sludge Free Alliance 
 
Larraine McNulty 
Upper Unadilla Valley Asoc. 
 
Sue Rapp  
Vestal Residents for Safe Energy 
 

James R Dean  
Village of Cooperstown, New York  
 
Patricia Gillis  
Voices for Earth Justice 
 
Jerry Silbert, M.D  
Watershed Partnership, Inc. 
 
Suzanne Gola   
Waterspirit 
 
Dorothy Faller  
West Shore FACT 
 
Susan Van Dolsen 
Westchester for Change 
 
Rita Yelda  
Western NY Drilling Defense 
 
Steven Zerby  
Westford Neighbors 
 
Sonia Skakich-Scrima  
What the Frack?! Arapahoe 
 
Jeremy Nichols  
WildEarth Guardians 
 
Richard H. Janson  
Winneshiek County Protectors 
 

 

cc: EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy  

Secretary of Interior Sally Jewell 
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