
 

 

BALLOT STATEMENT FOR STATEWIDE AMENDMENT 1: 

 

(1) The text of the statewide ballot measure, including sponsors, cosponsors, and the text of the question that 

will appear on the statewide ballot: 

 

Proposed by Act 2013-269 (Senate Bill 4 of the 2013 Regular Legislative Session) 

Bill Sponsor: Senator Allen, Senate District 21 

Cosponsors:  None 

 

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, to prohibit the State of Alabama from giving full 

faith and credit to public acts, records, or judicial proceedings of another state that violate the public policy of the 

State of Alabama and to prohibit the application of foreign law in violation of rights guaranteed natural citizens by 

the United States and Alabama Constitutions, and the statutes, laws, and public policy thereof, but without 

application to business entities.   

 

(2) A summary of and the text of any implementing legislation directly related to the statewide ballot measure: 

 

There is no implementing legislation for this statewide ballot measure. 

 

(3) The placement of the statewide ballot measure on the statewide ballot: 

 

This proposed Constitutional Amendment will appear on the Ballot after election of statewide and local offices and 

will be the first constitutional amendment for voter consideration.  The proposed Constitutional Amendment will be 

listed as “Statewide Amendment 1.”   

 

(4) A plain language summary of the statewide ballot measure, which shall include, at a minimum, the legal or 

constitutional authority for its passage, the effect of the statewide ballot measure if it is passed, including 

its cost and source of funding, and the effect of the statewide ballot measure if it is defeated.   

 

Amendment 1 proposes to add “the American and Alabama Laws for Alabama Courts Amendment” to the State 

Constitution. Amendment 1 would prohibit courts and other legal authorities from applying foreign law if doing so 

would violate rights guaranteed to citizens of Alabama. This Amendment applies to “any law, rule, or legal code 

system used outside of the United States or by any other people, group or culture different from the people of the 

United States or the State of Alabama.”   
 

Amendment 1 would apply to contracts by individual citizens, but would not apply to business entities or to persons 

who willingly choose to give up the rights protected by this Amendment.  
 
If Amendment 1 IS PASSED, Alabama will have in place a Constitutional provision that says Alabama citizens 

will not be subject to foreign law if application of the foreign law would violate Alabama law or result in a 

violation of their rights. 
 

If Amendment 1 IS DEFEATED, courts and legal authorities may choose to refuse to apply foreign law if the 

foreign law would result in a violation of Alabama law and/or deprive a citizen of his or her rights, even though 

there is no statute or Constitutional Amendment requiring the court or legal authority to do so. 
 

There is no cost for Amendment 1. 
 
Amendment 1 will have no impact on taxes. 
 
The Constitutional authority for passage of Amendment 1 is set forth in Sections 284, 285, and 287 of the State 

Constitution. These sections outline the way a constitutional amendment may be put to the people of the State for a 

vote.  

 


