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“Within the next five years, the US could 
become a major natural gas exporter in the form 
of LNG. It already produces a daily 57 billion 
cubic feet a day of natural gas. Selling a mere 
10% of that abroad would make it the largest 
LNG exporter in the world.” 
 – Tony D’Altorio, Investment U 10/2010 



Impacts of exporting via LNG 

•  Create an even larger market to drive 
extraction of domestic natural gas 

•  Raise natural gas rates by forcing us to 
compete on the global market for US gas 

•  Encourage more coal: if natural gas price 
goes up, then we will lean back on “cheap 
coal”  

•  LNG undercuts “energy independence” as 
well as energy efficiency, conservation & 
renewables 









We knew there was NO NEED for LNG.  

   “Natural gas sources in North America, 
mainly from western Canada and the 
Rocky Mountains, are likely to provide 
natural gas at less cost than natural gas 
from any of the LNG terminals currently 
proposed in Oregon.”  

 (Oregon Department of Energy report to the Governor, July 2008) 





Kitimat LNG: Announced in 2008 they would export Canadian gas to Asian markets 



Headlines




The market 

•  The price difference between US gas and 
other markets only needs to be $2-3 btu 
for export to be profitable.  

•  US is currently between 3-4, while Japan, 
China and European markets are between 
$11-14.  





US: Currently less than $4 per million BTU  
         

Asian market: currently $10 per million BTU 



Ruby  Pacific Connector  
Jordan Cove LNG at Coos Bay 



LNG terminals already exporting 

•  Sabine Pass in LA: signed an agreement 
with Chinese firm to export 1.5 million tons 
per year from domestic natural gas 

•  Freeport LNG in Quintana Island south of 
Houston could serve to export gas from 
Eagle Ford Shale in South Central Texas 

•  Sempra LNG in LA is already re-exporting 





Think there is a lot of drilling now? 



They won’t admit to export, because there is NO PUBLIC BENEFIT, 
and they therefore would not have right to eminent domain.  



 "LNG supplies from the United States can 
help lower gas prices in Europe and Asia and 
ultimately help lift prices in the States,” 
- Mikhail Korchemkin from Pennsylvania-
based East European Gas Analysis. 

If we begin to export natural gas, gas rates will go up because 
we will be competing on the global market for domestic gas.  



Energy Independence?  

I’m not saying domestic natural gas = 

energy independence. But, that is the 

company’s message.  

Export argument allows you to fight that!  





What can be done?  

Use the export potential in your messaging as part of your fight:  
Challenge the notion that this is good for the public, challenge the idea 
that your land, safety and health could be put in jeopardy for corporate 
profit and no public good.  

Link up with communities fighting new LNG terminals to combat 
export, or if not permitted or built yet, to oppose the entire terminal.  

Pass legislation banning export.  

Senator Merkley (Oregon) proposed an amendment to a budget bill in 
summer 2009 that would have restricted LNG exports out of concern that 
LNG proponents were planning to turn their terminals into export facilities. 



WeAgreeNoLNG.org/Export                                     
PacificEnvironment.org 


