
October 16, 2014 
 
President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear President Obama:  
 
As organizations that care about public health as well as the fate of our planet’s climate, 
we write to strongly support all meaningful efforts to curb air pollution from oil and gas 
development.  While merely regulating methane will not make fracked gas a clean energy 
source, we support efforts to capture methane and other air pollution.  It’s necessary to 
protect communities living with oil and gas development and to help curb further global 
warming. Our continued reliance on fossil fuels, including oil and natural gas, is 
misguided and hampers the change that is truly needed -- an immediate shift to renewable 
energy.  
 
We appreciate that your Administration is beginning to recognize that curbing methane 
pollution is essential to solving climate change. Methane, the principal component of 
natural gas, is 86 times more potent than carbon dioxide over a 20 year time period. In 
addition, smog-causing volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and hazardous air pollutants 
(HAPs) such as benzene and xylene, are released throughout the oil and gas development 
process from initial drilling, through transmission to end use, even if that end use is 
overseas.  
 
The best way to curb air pollution from fossil fuel development is to leave it in the 
ground.  We must transition as quickly as possible away from our dependence on fossil 
fuels and fully embrace a new, renewable energy economy. Continued reliance on fossil 
fuels, including natural gas, threatens the public health of communities living with fossil 
fuel development and contributes to global warming which threatens the Earth’s future. 
Even with no methane leakage from production and transmission of natural gas, 
converting from coal to gas in the electricity sector still puts us on a path toward a much 
warmer planet.  An immediate shift from an “all of the above” energy strategy to one that 
throws the full weight of our resources behind renewables is needed to address the 
climate crisis.  Wind and solar energy are cost competitive with fossil fuels, and brings 
along with them more jobs, cleaner air and a healthier climate.  
 
But until we end our reliance on fossil fuels, we urge your Administration to do anything 
and everything to protect human health and the environment from the destructive impacts 
of oil and gas development. Federal agencies must use the strongest regulatory tools and 
provisions of law available to protect the planet and the public. The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has authority under the Clean Air Act to develop methane 
regulations for the oil and gas sector. In addition, the Department of the Interior (DOI) 
has the authority to control methane emissions and the waste of natural gas on our 
nation’s public lands. Directly regulating methane will also help capture harmful VOCs 



and HAPs emitted by the oil and gas industry, pollution that triggers asthma attacks and 
aggravates respiratory conditions like bronchitis.  
 
To reiterate, reducing methane emissions from the oil and gas industry will not make 
drilling and fracking safe, or natural gas “clean.” Fossil fuel development is inherently 
risky and puts communities and our planet in jeopardy. Yet the oil and gas industry is 
exempt from many of our bedrock environmental laws, allowing them to pollute with 
impunity. Even when there are modestly protective laws on the books, they are rarely 
enforced. Regulators defer to industry needs over the well-being of surrounding 
communities. 
 
The oil and gas industry must be held to the same standards as other major industries 
while we work as a nation to swiftly transition to a truly clean energy economy. 
Voluntary standards and other half measures are insufficient to cut harmful, climate-
disrupting methane pollution from oil and gas operations and they will not adequately 
protect impacted communities. Voluntary standards also create a false sense of public 
security, when in fact public health is still at risk.   
 
We must have strong methane regulations to control air pollution from oil and gas 
development, while simultaneously working to close the federal exemptions the industry 
enjoys. These stopgap measures will reduce climate pollution and protect communities in 
the short term, until this country makes the necessary transition away from dirty, 
dangerous fossil fuels.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
National and Regional Organizations 
 
Linda Capato  
350.org  
 
Annie Sartor  
Breast Cancer Action  
 
Rose Braz  
Center for Biological Diversity  
 
Ronald White 
Center for Effective Government  
 
Lois Marie Gibbs  
Center for Health Environment & Justice 
 
David M. Chambers Ph. D.  
Center for Science in Public 
Participation  

 
Harriet Shugarman 
ClimateMama  
  
Lynn Thorp 
Clean Water Action   
 
Kathleen Rogers  
Earth Day Network   
 
Jessica Ennis  
Earthjustice   
 
Lauren Pagel  
Earthworks   
 
Maura Cowley 
Energy Action Coalition 
 



John Rumpler  
Environment America   
 
Drew Hudson  
Environmental Action    
 
Ben Schreiber 
Friends of the Earth 
 
Joseph B. Uehlein 
Labor Network for Sustainability 
  
Dominique Browning   
Moms Clean Air Force   
 
Barb Gottlieb 
Physicians for Social Responsibility  
 
Lynda Farrell  
Pipeline Safety Coalition   
  
Allison Fisher 
Public Citizen    
 
Deborah J. Nardone  
Sierra Club  
 
Collin Rees  
SustainUS  
 
Rabbi Arthur Waskow 
The Shalom Center 
 
Evan Weber  
U.S. Climate Plan 
 
Tim Ream  
Wild Earth Guardians   
 
Alaska 
 
Carl Wassilie 
Alaska's Big Village Network  
 
Kristen Miller 
Alaska Wilderness League  

California 
 
Stephen Murray  
Baldwin Hills Oil Watch  
 
Michael Painter 
Californians for Western Wilderness  
 
Madeline Stano 
Center on Race Poverty & the 
Environment 
 
Paul Ferrazzi  
Citizens Coalition for a Safe Community
  
Helen Conly  
Citizens for Responsible Oil & Gas 
  
Brien Brennan  
Elder Creek Center For The Land 
  
Dan Jacobson  
Environment California   
 
Lauren Ornelas 
Food Empowerment Project   
 
Gary Lasky  
Fresnans Against Fracking   
 
Michelle Berditschevsky  
Mount Shasta Bioregional Ecology 
Center   
 
Dorothy Reik  
Progressive Democrats of the Santa 
Monica Mountains   
 
Peg Mitchell  
SanDiego350   
 
Lupe Anguiano  
Stewards of the Earth   
 
Jean Okuye  
Valley Land Alliance   



Colorado 
 
Jim Ramey  
Citizens for a Healthy Community 
  
Bruce Gordon  
EcoFlight  
  
Shane Davis  
Fractivist.org   
 
Dan Olson  
San Juan Citizens Alliance   
 
Gary Wockner Ph.D  
Save the Colorado River Campaign 
  
Frank Smith  
Western Colorado Congress   
 
Sarah Sauter  
Western Slope Conservation Center 
  
Peter Hart  
Wilderness Workshop   
 
Massachusetts  
 
Jane Winn  
Berkshire Environmental Action Team 
(BEAT)    
 
Kathryn R. Eiseman  
Massachusetts PipeLine Awareness 
Network   
 
Hattie Nestel  
Nuclear Free Future Coalition of 
Western Massachusetts   
 
Don Ogden  
The Enviro Show 
 
 
 
 

Maryland 
 
Lea Callahan  
Calvert Citizens for a Healthy 
Community   
 
Ted Glick  
Chesapeake Climate Action Network 
  
Eric Robison  
Citizen Shale   
 
Andy Galli  
Clean Water Action Maryland 
  
Joanna Diamond  
Environment Maryland   
 
Lore Rosenthal  
Greenbelt Climate Action Network 
  
Elisabeth Hoffman  
Howard County Climate Change 
  
Laurel Peltier  
Maryland Citizens for Safe Energy 
  
Rebecca Ruggles  
Maryland Environmental Health 
Network   
 
Franz Gerner Ph. D.  
Myersville Citizens for a Rural 
Community   
 
Annie Bristow  
Savage River Watershed Association 
  
Matia Vanderbilt  
Save Western Maryland   
 
Montana  
 
Derf Johnson  
Montana Environmental Information 
Center   



North Carolina   
Therese Vick  
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense 
League   
 
Hope Taylor  
Clean Water for North Carolina 
  
David Rogers  
Environment North Carolina   
 
Pete MacDowell  
NC WARN  
 
George Matthis  
River Guardian Foundation  
 
Nevada 
 
Bob Fulkerson   
Progressive Leadership Alliance of 
Nevada   
 
New Mexico 
 
Demis Foster  
Conservation Voters New Mexico  
 
Erik Schlenker-Goodrich  
Western Environmental Law Center  
 
New York 
 
Amanda Means  
Beacon Climate Action 
 
Jill Wiener  
Catskill Citizens for Safe Energy   
 
Wes Gillingham  
Catskill Mountainkeeper  
 
Sarah Eckel  
Citizens Campaign for the Environment 
New York and Connecticut  
   

Barbara Warren  
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
  
Joe Levine  
Citizens for Water   
 
Ellen Z. Harrison  
Coalition to Protect Communities from 
Fracking’s Collateral Damage 
  
Buck Moorhead 
H2O   
 
Pramilla Malick  
Protect Orange County   
 
Seth B.C. Shonkoff Ph.D. MPH  
PSE Healthy Energy   
 
Kate Hudson  
Riverkeeper Inc.   
 
Allegra Schecter  
ROAR Against Fracking   
 
Clare Donohue  
Sane Energy Project   
 
Ryan Clover  
Shakeshock Action Alliance   
 
Pramilla Malick  
Stop the Minisink Compressor Station
   
Ling Tsou  
United For Action   
 
Mary Beilby  
Gas Drilling Awareness for Cortland 
County   
 
Sheila Cohen  
SUNY Cortland Center for Gender and 
Intercultural Studies Environmental 
Justice Committee  
 



B. Arrindell  
Damascus Citizens for Sustainability  
 
Ohio 
 
Kathie Jones  
Concerned Citizens of Medina County
   
Lea Harper  
FreshWater Accountability Project 
  
Vanessa Pesec  
Network for Oil and Gas Accountability 
and Protection   
 
John M. Morgan  
Ohio Valley Peace   
 
Rich Sidwell  
Raven Rocks Inc.   
 
Joanne Gerson   
Southwest Ohio No Frack Forum 
  
Dorothy Faller   
West Shore Unitarian Universalist 
Church FACT   
 
Heather Cantino  
Athens County Fracking Action 
Network   
 
Oregon  
 
Dr. Tom Kerns  
Environment and Human Rights 
Advisory  
 
Alan Journet Ph.D.  
Southern Oregon Climate Action Now
   
Pennsylvania 
 
Rebecca Roter  
Breathe Easy Susquehanna County 
  

Catherine Smith  
ChicoryLane Farm   
 
Matt Walker  
Clean Air Council   
 
Tracy Carluccio  
Delaware Riverkeeper Network 
  
Jay Sweeney  
Green Party of Pennsylvania   
 
Julie Ann Edgar  
Lehigh Valley Gas Truth   
 
Michael Helfrich  
Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper 
  
Beverly Braverman  
Mountain Watershed Association 
  
Melinda Hughes-Wert  
Nature Abounds   
 
Jenny Lisak  
Pennsylvania Alliance for Clean Water 
and Air   
 
Tennessee 
 
Axel C. Ringe  
Tennessee Chapter Sierra Club 
  
Sandra K. Goss  
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness 
Planning  
 
Texas 
 
Ed Soph  
Denton Drilling Awareness Group 
  
Marisol Cortez  
Esperanza Peace and Justice Center 
  



Cathy McMullen  
Frack Free Denton   
 
Alyssa Burgin  
Texas Drought Project   
 
Virginia 
Natalie Pien 
350 Loudoun   
 
Sue Chiang  
Center for Environmental Health 
  
Laura Dansby  
Climate Action Alliance of the Valley
   
Erik Curren  
Transition Staunton Augusta   
 
 
 

Washington 
Ed Chadd  
Olympic Climate Action  
 
Washington, DC 
 
Sonia Silbert 
Washington Peace Center 
 
Wisconsin  
 
Patricia J. Popple  
Frac Sand Sentinel  
 
West Virginia 
 
Julie Archer  
WV Surface Owners' Rights 
Organization   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cc: John Podesta 
Gina McCarthy 
Sally Jewell 


