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FRACKING
WHAT IS HYDRAULIC 

FRACTURING?

health effects

• No state has adequate regulations 
on drilling, the disposal of the 
polluted water, soil contamination 
or the effects of the contaminants 
on humans.

• Hydraulic fracturing fluid 
contains glycol ethers.  These 
chemicals have been known to 
cause narcosis, pulmonary edema, 
and severe liver and kidney damage 
in short-term exposure and may 
result in neurological and blood 
effects, including fatigue, nausea, 
tremor, and anemia in long-term 
exposure.

• Children are disproportionately 
more exposed to the toxins in the 
fluids used in the hydraulic 
fracturing process because their 
bodies are less able to metabolize 
toxic substances.

www.ecowatch.org 

What is hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking)?

HYDRAULIC FRACTURING IS A MEANS OF 
NATURAL GAS EXTRACTION EMPLOYED IN 
DEEP NATURAL GAS WELL DRILLING.  ONCE 
A WELL IS DRILLED, MILLIONS OF GALLONS 
OF WATER, SAND AND UNDISCLOSED 
CHEMICALS ARE INJECTED, UNDER HIGH 
PRESSURE, INTO A WELL.  FOR EACH 
FRACK, 80-300 TONS OF CHEMICALS MAY 
BE USED.  PRESENTLY, THE NATURAL GAS 
INDUSTRY DOES NOT DISCLOSE THE 
CHEMICALS USED, BUT SCIENTISTS HAVE 
IDENTIFIED SEVERAL DANGEROUS 
COMPOUNDS, INCLUDING BENZENE AND 
METHANE.

HTTP://WWW.GASLANDTHEMOVIE.COM/WHATS-
FRACKING 
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environmental effects

• There is mounting evidence that 
livestock exposed to contaminated 
water, pastures, or polluted air from 
fracking are dying, becoming sterile 
and giving birth to offspring with 
defects.

• Increased soil acidity around oil and 
gas pipeline reduces the available 
nutrients for plants, making it more 
difficult for healthy fruits and 
vegetables to grow.

Alternatives

• oil companies argue that hydraulic 
fracturing is good for this country 
because it creates jobs.

• Investing in safer, greener energy 
sources will provide jobs and limit 
the health consequences of only 
using natural gas.

HELP FIGHT FRACKING
WHO IS FIGHTING?

illinois senate bill 3280 has been 
introduced in order to properly 
regulate fracking in illinois.

the bill would:

• require companies to disclose 
what chemicals they’re using

• call for the formation of a 
task force on fracking.

• instate a 2-year moratorium on 
the practice until the effects 
of fracking are understood

why you should fight
a lack of regulation on fracking 
violates the IL constitution which 
states:

 “each person has the right to 
 a healthful environment... 
 [and it is the] duty of each 
 person to maintain a 
 healthful environment for 
 the benefit of this and 
 future generations” 

fracking is exempt from federal 
standards put in place by the safe 
drinking water act.  this lack of 
regulation will affect illinois and 
its citizens.

HOW DO I FIGHT?
check out our blog and sign a petition 
to put a moratorium on fracking until 

2013 at http://
frackthisblog.wordpress.com/

Join us at our Fracking 
panel discussion!!

WHen: Thursday November, 29 
from 11AM-12:30PM

Where: Daley library- room 
#1-470  (801 S. Morgan St.) 

Light refreshments will be 
served!!

https://dontfractureillinios.org 
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