
GAS	  DRILLING:	  THE	  VIEW	  FROM	  ABOVE	  

John	  Amos	  
President,	  SKYTRUTH	  
2010	  People’s	  Oil	  &	  Gas	  Summit	  

Pi5sburgh,	  PA	  –	  November	  20,	  2010	  



I.	  THE	  WEST	  

 GAS-‐DRILLING	  BOOM	  IN	  ROCKIES	  (WY-‐UT-‐CO-‐
MT-‐NM)	  
– Began	  1980s,	  ramped	  up	  1990s-‐2000s	  
– “UnconvenUonal”	  gas	  reservoirs	  
•  Coalbed	  methane,	  Ught-‐gas	  sandstone	  

– Unlocked	  by	  hydraulic	  fracturing	  
– VerUcal	  and	  direcUonal	  drilling	  
– Public	  and	  split-‐estate	  lands	  
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II.	  THE	  EAST	  

 SHALE-‐GAS	  DRILLING	  BOOM	  
– Began	  late	  1990s	  with	  Barne]	  Shale	  in	  TX	  
– Shale	  reservoirs	  previously	  deemed	  unproducible	  
•  Marcellus	  Shale	  (NY-‐PA-‐WV-‐VA)	  

– Unlocked	  by	  fracking	  and	  horizontal	  drilling	  
– Private	  and	  split-‐estate	  lands	  
– Shale-‐oil	  an	  emerging	  target	  
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III.	  VISUALIZATION	  

 “WHAT	  IF”	  RENDERINGS	  BASED	  ON	  ACTUAL	  
DRILLING	  

 MAKES	  ABSTRACT	  DRILLING	  PLANS	  TANGIBLE,	  
PERSONAL	  
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