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How Can Fossil Fuel Extraction 
Contribute to Sustainable Development? 



Framework 

 VolaIlity	
  

 Unevenness	
  

 Timing	
  

 What	
  Can	
  be	
  Done?	
  



Volatility 
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Employment Impacts 
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Employment Impacts 
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Housing Impacts 
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Housing Impacts 
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Fiscal Impacts 
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Investments in Diversi!cation 



What Can be Done 

VolaIlity,	
  Unevenness,	
  Timing:	
  

What	
  are	
  realis/c	
  approaches	
  to	
  
combat	
  the	
  nega/ve	
  aspects	
  of	
  
these	
  problems,	
  and	
  maximize	
  
poten/al	
  benefits	
  of	
  energy	
  
development?	
  



Policy Priorities 

• Maximize	
  state	
  revenue	
  generaIon	
  

• Fine-­‐tune	
  distribuIon	
  

• Maximize	
  use	
  planning	
  and	
  oversight	
  tools	
  

• Coordinate	
  governance	
  across	
  resource	
  boundaries	
  

• Build	
  in	
  ongoing	
  assessment,	
  evaluaIon,	
  and	
  reform	
  



In Practice… 

• Staff	
  and	
  support	
  local	
  enIIes	
  with	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  
conInuity	
  

• Encourage	
  regional	
  coordinaIon	
  to	
  leverage	
  human	
  
and	
  insItuIonal	
  resources	
  

• Demand	
  state,	
  federal,	
  and	
  industry	
  support	
  for	
  
ongoing	
  evaluaIon	
  and	
  reform	
  

• Ask	
  industry	
  lots	
  of	
  quesIons	
  	
  



Headwaters Economics is an independent, nonpro!t research group.  
Our mission is to improve community development and land management decisions in the West. 

http://www.headwaterseconomics.org  



Background 

Study	
  Area	
  Profile	
  
2008	
  PopulaIon	
   OMB	
  ClassificaIon	
   2008	
  Total	
  Oil	
  

&	
  Gas	
  
Employment	
  

2008	
  Natural	
  
Gas	
  ProducIon	
  
(Total,	
  MCF)	
  

Garfield	
  County,	
  CO	
   54,838	
   Rural	
   3,389	
   548,853,373	
  

Mesa	
  County,	
  CO	
   141,905	
   Metropolitan	
   4,048	
   40,806,415	
  

SubleSe	
  County,	
  WY	
   8,338	
   Rural	
   1,953*	
   1,145,006,892	
  

Sweetwater	
  County,	
  WY	
   39,942	
   Micropolitan	
   4,414	
   241,222,806	
  


