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Purpose  

 
This document provides the file format and data dictionary for Drilling 

Permits which are pending approval.  
 

Data Export Information  

 

File Name(s) dp_drilling_permit_pending_yyyymmddhhmmss.txt,  
dp_wellbore_pending_ yyyymmddhhmmss.txt,  
dp_permit_restriction_pending_ 

yyyymmddhhmmss.txt, 
dp_swr_resolution_pending_ 

yyyymmddhhmmss.txt, 
dp_permitted_field_pending_ 

yyyymmddhhmmss.txt, 
dp_mailing_address_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt,  

dp_perp_pending_ yyyymmddhhmmss.txt,  
dp_latlongs_pending _yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

Export Format  ASCII delimited file 

File Delimiter { 

Delivery Format CD or FTP 
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File Description  

File Name File Description 

dp_drilling_permit_pending_yyyymmddhhm

mss.txt 
Permit level information.  

Includes a record for each W-1 
application entered into the 

Drilling Permit System.  This 

record contains information 
concerning the W-1 application 

and the drilling permit issued.  
The Form W-1, Application for 

Permit to Drill, is required by the 
RRC before an oil or gas well can 

be drilled, re-entered or 
recompleted. 

dp_wellbore_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

Wellbore information for the permit. 
Wellbore information is the location-

specific data such as direction from 
nearest town, county ID, wellbore 

ID, and surface location. 
New data item for Horizontal 
Wellbore Type Code added 

09/25/2013 

dp_permit_restriction_pending_ 

yyymmddhhmmss.txt 
Restriction information applied to a 

W-1: 

09 - Corrected permit to show 

correct survey.   

12 - No authority to downhole 
commingle until exception to Rule 

10 is granted.   

15 - This permit is generated for 

administrative purposes only.   

17 - Approved under entity for 
density pursuant to Docket #     

18 - Administrative SWR 39 
Exception.  

21 - This is not a directional well. 
Unintentionally deviated. As drilled 
BHL   

22 - Permit to drill granted pending 
approval.  

23 - Exception to SWR 86 granted 
per Docket #  

24 - This is not a permit to drill. This 



 

 

 

 3 

File Name File Description 

permit is issued to re-plug well only.  

25 - This well cannot be produced 

concurrently from the same 
reservoir 

dp_swr_resolution_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

Information associated with the 
Statewide rule resolution. 

dp_permitted_field_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

Information on the permitted field 
associated  with the drilling permit. 

dp_mailing_address_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

Mailing addresses for operators. 

dp_perp_pending_ yyyymmddhhmmss.txt Wellbore perpendicular values, 
including abstract, section and 
survey information. 

dp _latlongs_pending 
_yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

Information on location of the well. 

 
Additional Information Regarding the Files  

 

None 
 

File Definitions 

File Name Data 

Field 
No. 

Data Field Name 

dp_drilling_permit_pending_yyyymmd
dhhmmss.txt 

1 universal_doc_no 

 2 status_number 

 3 effective_dt 

 4 return_dt 

 5 total_depth 

 6 is_amendment 

 7 swr_36_flag 

 8 develop_minerals_flag 

 9 case_docket_no 

 10 final_protest_dt 

 11 status_seq_no 

 12 spud_dt  

 13 expedite_flag 
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File Name Data 

Field 
No. 

Data Field Name 

 14 expedite_date_time 

 15 filing_purpose_code 

 16 surface_casing_dt 

 17 default_lease_name 

 18 default_well_number 

 19 default_vertical 

 20 default_horizantal 

 21 default_sidetrack 

 22 locked_by 

 23 default_directional 

 24 status_code 

 25 expiration_date 

 26 walkin_contact_name 

 27 walkin_contact_phone 

 28 completion_code 

 29 swr_subsect_code 

 30 stat_dt 

 31 current_state_code 

 32 dkt_suffix_code 

 33 bridge_flag 

 34 swr_list 

 35 bridge_print_flag 

 36 has_discrepancy 

 37 submit_date 

 38 create_date 

 39 unique_address_number 

 40 dkt_examiner_code 

 41 operator_name 

 42 operator_number 

 43 operator_phone 

 44 District 

dp_wellbore_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

1 api_sequence_number 

 2 directions 
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File Name Data 

Field 
No. 

Data Field Name 

 3 modified_by 

 4 nearest_town_distance 

 5 nearest_town 

 6 modified_dt 

 7 api_linked_flag 

 8 location_description 

 9 county_code 

 10 surface_location_code 

 11 wellbore_id 

 12 offshore_county_code 

 13 universal_doc_no 

 14 horiz_wellbore_type_code 

 15 stacked_lat_status_no 

 16 psa_flag 

 17 allocation_flag 

 18 stacked_lateral_flag 

 19 operator_name 

 20 operator_number 

 21 operator_phone 

 22 district 

dp_perp_pending_ yyyymmdd 

hhmmss.txt 

1 perp_id 

 2 modified_by 

 3 section_line1_distance 

 4 section_line1_direction 

 5 modified_dt 

 6 section 

 7 section_line2_distance 

 8 abstract_number 

 9 section_line2_direction 

 10 survey_name 

 11 location_comments 

 12 block_number 

 13 perp_type_code 
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File Name Data 

Field 
No. 

Data Field Name 

 14 wellbore_profile_id 

 15 permitted_field_id 

 16 county_code 

 17 perp_loc_code 

 18 wellbore_id 

 19 operator_name 

 20 operator_number 

 21 operator_phone 

 22 district 

dp_permit_restriction_pending_ 
yyymmddhhmmss.txt 

1 permit_restriction_id 

 2 restriction_code 

 3 universal_doc_no 

 4 restriction_text 

 5 modified_by 

 6 modified_dt 

 7 operator_name 

 8 operator_number 

 9 operator_phone 

 10 District 

dp_mailing_address_pending_ 

yyyymmdd hhmmss.txt 

1 mailing_address_id 

 2 address_line1 

 3 address_line2 

 4 city 

 5 country_code 

 6 state_code 

 7 foreign_delivery_area 

 8 universal_doc_no 

 9 postal_code 

 10 postal_extension_code 

 11 modified_by 

 12 modified_dt 

 13 operator_name 
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File Name Data 

Field 
No. 

Data Field Name 

 14 operator_number 

 15 operator_phone 

 16 District 

dp_permitted_field_pending_ 
yyyymmdd hhmmss.txt 

1 nearest_lease_distance 

 2 total_acres 

 3 non_concurrent_37wells 

 4 non_concurrent_38wells 

 5 pooled_unit_flag 

 6 unitized_docket_no 

 7 swr39_resolution 

 8 reported_lease_name 

 9 well_count 

 10 entity_density_docket_no 

 11 field_validated_dt 

 12 w1a_tract_dt 

 13 completion_dt 

 14 completion_well_code 

 15 well_number 

 16 universal_doc_no 

 17 field_id 

 18 well_type_code 

 19 modified_by 

 20 completion_depth 

 21 modified_dt 

 22 primary_field_flag 

 23 nearest_well_distance 

 24 permitted_field_id 

 25 TEXT_FOR_85279201 

 26 operator_name 

 27 operator_number 

 28 operator_phone 

 29 District 
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File Name Data 

Field 
No. 

Data Field Name 

dp_swr_resolution_pending_ 
yyyymmddhhmmss.txt 

1 universal_doc_non 

 2 swr_resltn_code 

 3 modified_by 

 4 modified_dt 

 5 swr_resolution_id 

 6 operator_name 

 7 operator_number 

 8 operator_phone 

 9 District 

dp_latlongs_pending_yyyymmddhhmm

ss.txt 

1 api_sequence_number 

 2 latitude 

 3 longitude 

 4 location_type 
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Data Dictionary  

 

The data dictionary provides the description of the data fields in the files.  
 

Data Field Name Data Field Description 

abstract_number Abstract number on the survey given on the 

W-1 for each Wellbore profile. 
The term abstract refers to an original land 

survey describing an area transferred from 
the public domain by either the Republic of 
Texas or the State of Texas. These surveys 

are recorded in the "State Abstract of Land 
Titles," which is maintained by the Texas 

General Land Office. Each survey so recorded 
is assigned an abstract number, which is 
unique within the county in which the survey 

falls. Because Texas has never performed a 
uniform statewide land survey, these original 

surveys, called "Patent Surveys", constitute 
the State's Official Land Survey System. 

address_line1 Operator’s address line one. 

address_line2 Operator’s address line two. 

api_linked_flag This denotes if the API has been linked 
between the drilling permit and the wellbore 

system.  Once linked the location information 
cannot be changed without unlinking. 

api_sequence_number The API number is a unique number assigned 
by the RRC to identify wellbores. The API well 
numbering system was first developed by and 

administered through the 
American Petroleum Institute (API), an oil 

trade organization which sets standards for 
the petroleum industry.  An API number is an 
eight-digit number made up of a three-digit 

county code  and a five-digit unique number.  
There is no duplication of API  numbers. 

approval_code Approval Stage of the Permit 

 

API  API Verification Approval 

MAP  Mapping Approval 

DP_  Drilling Permit Approval 

ENG  Engineering Approval 

PUB  Public Sales Approval 

TEC  Technical Exam Approval 

LEG  Legal Exam Approval 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

MPR  Mapping Review Approval 

MPC  Mapping Correction Approval 

FOP  Field Operations Approval 

FIN  Final Approval 

APIA API Verification Approval 

MAPA Mapping Approval 

DP_A Drilling Permit Approval 

ENGA Engineering Approval 

PUBA Public Sales Approval 

TECA Technical Exam Approval 

LEGA Legal Exam Approval 

MPRA Mapping Review Approval 

FOPA Field Operations Approval 
  

approval_id Unique identifier for the table. 
 

approved_by Userid of the user who approved the permit. 
 

approved_date Date the permit is approved. 

block_number A survey attribute. A block is a defined set of 
original land surveys. A block has an 

identifying name and/or number, and surveys 
within it are usually consecutively numbered, 
mile-square sections. Land grants from the 

State of Texas to railroad companies were 
often patented in blocks and sections.  

bridge_flag Not used 

bridge_print_flag Not used 

case_docket_no A seven-digit case number when the 
application requires an exception to Statewide 

Rule 37 or contains a ten-digit docket number 
when the application requires an exception to 

Statewide Rule 38.   

An operator may request a hearing if he feels 
an exception to Statewide Rule 37 is 

warranted.  Rule 37 controls the spacing of 
wells on the lease, i.e., the distance from 

lease lines or from other wells completed in 
the same reservoir on the same lease. 

city Operator mailing city. 

completion_code Indicates the completion code of the well.  

completion_depth The completion depth (in feet) at the field 
level.  

completion_dt The date the well was completed in the field.  

completion_well_code The well type code at the field level, after the 

well is completed. Values include – O, G, B, I, 
R, S, V, C, T. 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

county_code Code that identifies the county or counties in 
which an oil field is located. Because an oil 

field may span counties, there may be more 
than one occurrence of this data item; one 
occurrence exists for each county in which the 

oil field resides.  The county code is based on 
three-digit numbers: The Railroad 

Commission assigns a number to each 
onshore county; the American petroleum 
institute (API) assigns a number to each 

offshore county.  The first 254 number of the 
code are odd, and indicate onshore counties 

only. The remaining 23 numbers are both odd 
and even, and indicate offshore counties. 

county_name Name of the county. 

create_date Date the drilling permit was created. 

current_state_code The current state/queue the W1 is in. 
Example: API Verification, Mapping, Drilling 

Permits, Engineering, Public sales etc,. 

default_directional Default value of the wellbore profile used to 
copy values to new profile during the filing 

process. 

default_horizontal Default value of the wellbore profile used to 

copy values to new profile during the filing 
process. The surface location of a horizontal 

well.  

default_lease_name Default Lease name used to copy values to 

new profile during the filing process. 

default_sidetrack Default value of the wellbore profile used to 

copy values to new profile during the filing 
process. 

default_vertical Default value of the wellbore profile used to 
copy values to new profile during the filing 
process. 

default_well_number Default well number used to copy values to 
new profile during the filing process. 

develop_minerals_flag  Rights to minerals flag, denotes the answer to 
the question “Do you have the right to 

develop minerals under any right of way?”, on 
the W-1. 

directions Surface location information.  Direction of the 
wellbore from the nearest town.   

district The district identifies the location within 
Texas that the drilling is going to take place. 

01 & 02 San Antonio District 

03  Houston District 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

04 Corpus Christi District 

05 & 06 Kilgore District 

7B Abilene District 

7C San Angelo District 

08 & 8A Midland District 

09 Wichita Falls District 

10 Pampa District 
 

effective_dt This data item contains the RRC permit issue 

date. 

entity_density_docket_no The entity to density docket number, on the 

field. 

expedite_date_time Date and time the W-1 is expedited. 

expedite_flag Flag that denotes if the W-1 is expedited or 
not. 

expiration_date Date the permit expires 

field_id An eight-digit number assigned by the RRC to 
the field listed on the permit.  The first five 
digits of the field number are unique to each 

field.  The last three digits are the reservoir 
number.  The numeric values of the first five 

numbers are associated with the sequence of 
the alphabet: as the alphabetic field name 
ascends, the values of the first five digits 

increase.  The three-digit reservoir number 
does not have this alphabetic/numeric 

relation in it. 
(Note: Wildcat field numbers have no 
alphabetic/numeric relation in them.) 

field_id System-generated unique identifier on the 
og_field_table. 

field_validated_dt The date the completion in this field was 
validated.  After a well has been successfully 

completed in one of the fields where drilling 
has been authorized, completion papers are 

filed and sent to the Permit Validation section 
of the RRC. After the Permit Validation section 
has reviewed the completion papers, the 

process of documenting the well as a 
production well (assigning it an allowable, 

listing it on the proration schedule, recording 
it in the Central Records section etc.) is 
begun. 

filing_purpose_code The Purpose of filing shows why a Drilling 
Permit was filed. 

Values: New Drill, Recompletion, Reclass, 
Field Transfer, Re-enter, Amended, Amended 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

as Drilled BHL. 

final_protest_dt This data item contains the date of final 

protest. 

foreign_delivery_area Foreign area code. 

has_discrepancy A flag, which denotes that there are errors on 
the W1. 

horiz_wellbore_type_code Code designating three subtypes of horizontal 
wells:  Production sharing agreement (PSA), 

allocation, and stacked lateral 
1 – PSA, 2 – Allocation, 3 – Stacked Lateral 

is_amendment A flag, which denotes that the W1 is an 
amendment. 

latitude North-south geographic coordinate 
measurement. 

location_comments Location comments, if any, for each 
perpendicular. 

location_description Description of the Surface location code.   

location_type Indicates the location of the wellbore. 

surface surface location 

bottom bottom hole location 
 

locked_by User ID of the person who has the permit 
locked 

longitude East-west geographic coordinate 
measurement. 

mailing_address_id Unique identifier on the Mailing Address table 

modified_by The User ID of the operator who last updated 
the row of data. 

modified_dt The date the row of data was modified. 

nearest_lease_distance Indicates the distance the drilling operation is 
from the nearest lease. 

nearest_town Surface location information – name of 
nearest town. 

nearest_town_distance Surface location information – distance to the 
nearest town. (in miles) 

nearest_well_distance Indicates the distance the drilling operation is 
from the nearest well. (in feet) 

non_concurrent_37wells Well numbers that do not produce 
concurrently on a field with a Rule 37 
exception. 

non_concurrent_38wells Well numbers that do not produce 
concurrently on a field with a Rule 38 

exception. 

offshore_county_code Surface location information.  It takes values 

from the ew_county_lkup table for offshore 



 

 

 

 14 

Data Field Name Data Field Description 

counties when the surface location is 
‘offshore’. 

operator_name Operator name as it appears on the P-5. 

operator_number Operator number assigned by P-5. 

operator_phone Operator phone number that is shown on the 
P-5. 

permit_restriction_id Unique identifier on the Permit restriction 
table 

permitted_field_id  
( on dp_permitted_field) 

Index field linking the permit to the field in 
the W1. 

permitted_field_id  
( on dp_swr_exception) 

Index field linking the exception to the field in 
the W1. 

perp_id Unique identifier/key of the dp_perp table. 

perp_loc_code Perpendicular location code – Terminus point, 

Penetration point, Bottom hole. 

perp_type_code Lookup values for type of perpendicular 

(Survey and lease - L for lease and S for 
survey.) 

pooled_unit_flag Flag that denotes if the W-1 is pooled and/or 
unitized. 

postal_code Operator zip code. 

postal_extension_code Operator zip code extension. 

primary_field_flag Flag that denotes if the permitted field is a 
primary field. 

reported_lease_name The lease name given on the W-1. 

reporting_unit_id Unit ID of the division this organization 

belongs to. 

restriction_code Code of the drilling restriction on the W-1 

restriction_text The description of the restriction code. 

return_dt Not used 

stacked_lat_status_no Permit number associated with the stacked 
lateral well 

section Section associated with the perpendicular. 

section_line1_direction Perpendicular line 1 direction as given in the 
W1. 

section_line1_distance Perpendicular line 1 distance in feet as given 
in the W1. 

section_line2_direction Perpendicular line 2 direction as given in the 
W1. 

section_line2_distance Perpendicular line 2 distance in feet as given 
in the W1. 

spud_dt Spud date entered by the user.  If the spud 

date already exists user is not allowed to 
enter this date. Spud date is the date the well 

was first drilled. 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

stat_dt The drilling completed date at the permit 
level. 

status_code This data item indicates the status of the 
application.  A permit falls under one of these 
categories. 

                 pending-approval  value "p" 
                 approved         value "a" 

                 withdrawn       value "w" 
                 dismissed        value "d" 

                 denied             value "e" 
                 closed             value "c" 
                 other               value "o" 

status_number A seven-digit number assigned to each W-1 
application received at the RRC.  Prior to the 

fall of 1986, each drilling application was 
assigned a status number and, after the 

application had been approved, a permit 
number. 
In most cases these two numbers are not the 

same.  As of September 1986, the status 
number and the permit number are identical.  

The system assigns a status number to each 
application received at the commission.  
When the application is approved, it becomes 

the permit number.  Each amendment to a 
permit or application, whether it is a material 

amendment or not, will remain under the 
same permit number.   

status_seq_no A two-digit number assigned to each status-
number (see above).  This number, used 
internally, identifies each amendment to a 

drilling permit or application.  The original 
filing of a W-1 application is indicated by the 

status number and a sequence number of 
"99".  The status number and the previous 
filing’s sequence number minus 1 will identify 

each amendment to that application or 
permit. 

 For example: 
                             status number       
seq_number 

original filing              0000001                    
99 

first amendment          0000001                    
98 
second amendment      0000001                   
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

97 
third amendment          0000001                   

96 

submit_date The date that the W-1 application was 
submitted. 

surface_casing_dt Represents the date surface casing was set in 
the well. Surface casing is done after the well 

is spudded. 

surface_location_code Surface location information.  The location 

code defines if it is Land (L), Offshore (O), 
Inland Waterway (I) and Bay/Estuary (B). 

survey_name Survey name associated with the 
perpendicular. A survey is a certified 

measured description of a piece of land. The 
term sometimes refers to the land itself. In 
Texas, original surveys were performed as 

part of the patenting process whereby land 
was transferred from the public domain. 

These "patent surveys", recorded at the 
Texas General Land Office, constitute an 
official land grid for the State and are the 

basis for subsequent land surveys.  

swr_36_flag A one-character flag that indicates whether 

the planned well is expected to produce 
significant quantities of hydrogen sulfide gas.  

Rule 36 requires that form H-9 be filed when 
a well produces significant amounts of 
hydrogen sulfide gas during drilling 

operations or production. 
This represents the answer to the question on 

the W-1 as to whether the application was for 
an area that is subject to SWR 36 (H2S). 

swr_list List of all the Statewide Rule exceptions on a 
permit. 

swr_resltn_code Identifies the type of resolution to the 
statewide exception. Example: Waiver, 
Service list, Owners offset, publication, etc,. 

OFF- (Own Offset) Operator applying for the permit to drill has under 

lease all tracts of land adjoining the property on which the proposed 
well will be drilled therefore no correlative rights issue exists. 

WAV- (Waivers) Operator filing for the permit 
to drill has obtained a waiver from any 
adjoining mineral interest owner allowing the 

well to be drilled in the proposed location. 

SVR-(Service List) A list of names and 

addresses of all affected mineral interest 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

owners of adjoining tracts.  See the SWR for 
determination of affected. 

PUB-(Publication) A process by which the 
operator filing for the permit to drill attempts 

to notify all adjoining mineral interest owners 
by publishing a notice in appropriate 

newspapers. 

UAF-(Unaffected) A process wherein the filer of 

the application for the permit to drill attempts 
to prove that drilling at the location requested 

will have no adverse impact on adjoining 
acreage. 

HRG-(Hearing Requested) The process wherein 
a filer may appear before hearings examiners 
to present evidence in order to qualify for a 

drilling permit for a specific location in one or 
more specific fields and reservoirs. 

 
 
 

 
 

swr_resolution_id Key/index field for the swr_resolution table. 

swr_subsect_code Statewide Rule subsection codes.  

Values include -  
37 (h) (2) (A),   

37 (h) (2) (B),  
38 (h) (3),  
37 (h) (2) (A)/ 38,  

37 (h) (2) (B)/ 38. 

TEXT_FOR_85279201 This column contains the Depth of 

Horizontal Severance. 
This depth or average depth of the 

horizontal depth severance is required 

just for 2 fields located in the Spraberry 
Trend Area.  

The field numbers are 85279201, 
85280301. 

total_acres Total acres on the field. 

total_depth The depth (in feet) of the well entered on the 

General Information page.  

unique_address_number Unique address number of the 

operator/organization 

unitized_docket_no The unitized docket number assigned by the 

Commission on a pooled unit. 
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Data Field Name Data Field Description 

universal_doc_no Filing this image is associated with. 

uploaded_by User ID of the filer that uploaded the EDI FILE 

– Not used for DP. 

w1a_tract_dt Date the W1A was approved. 

walkin_contact_name Contact name of the person walking the 
permit into the RRC. 

walkin_contact_phone Contact phone number of the person walking 
the permit into the RRC. 

well_count The number of wells on the lease, for the 
permitted field. 

well_number Well number given on the W-1. Uniquely 
identifies the well. 

well_type_code Type of the well. Well type codes include oil, 
gas, both, injection, storage, service, water 

suppy, cathodic, exploratory test. 

wellbore_id Links the perpendicular to the wellbore on the 

dp_perp table. 

wellbore_profile_id Unique identifier of the dp_wellbore_profile 

table. Links the perpendicular to the wellbore 
profile. 

  

 

Version 

V Revision 

Date 

Author Review 

Date 

Reviewer Reason for Create 

or Update 

1.0     1st Documented 
Version 

1.1 6/11/2014 App Dev – 

Reporting 

6/11/2014 Natalia 

Shestoalova 

Revision to note 

addition of 

TEXT_FOR_85279201 

column to the 

dp_permitted_field_p

ending_ yyyymmdd 

hhmmss.txt file 
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